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BLOSSOMSOFTHESAVANNAH
Readthefollowingexcerptsandanswerthequestionsthatfollow

SAMPLE1

AlthoughResianhadalottocomplainandgrumbleaboutinlifeintheirnewenvironment,Taiyofound

ittolerable.Forinstance,

shegladlydiscoveredthatmorningsintheirnewhomebeganwithalivelychatterofbirdsinthetrees

surroundingtheirhouse.Thatgavethehomeanatmosphereoftranquilityandpeace.

However,oneoftheunpleasantaspectsthatthegirlshadtolivewithwastheconstantviolationoftheir

privacy.InNasila,theysoondiscovered,thehomebelongedtoalltheclanmembers.Itwasnotan

unusualthingtogetupinthemorningtofindthe

livingroomfullofmenandwomenwhocameearly,notforanytangiblebusiness,butsimplytosharea

sumptuousbreakfastwiththeirkithandkin.TaiyoandResianweresoontogetusedtohearingan

urgentknockatthedoorveryearlyinthemorning.

Onopening,theywouldinvariablybemetbyagrinninggroupofmenorwomenwhowould

unashamedlyaskthemwhattheyweredoinginbedthatlateinthemorning.Theywouldproceedto

takeseatsinthelivingroomandorderthemtoservethembreakfast.Whentheygotusedtowhatat

first,theyconsiderednegativeaspectsoftheNasilaculture,TaiyoandResianadjustedaccordinglyand

soontheybegantoliveharmoniouslywiththepeople.Theirfatherwasoutofthehomesteadmostof

thetimeworkingattheshopandorganizingotherbusinessmatters.Hisabsencemeanttheabsenceof

hisirksomeandcorrosiveremarksthatalwaysheightenedtensioninthehouse.Inhisabsence,the

housewasacontinuousjoywithcomfortandconveniences,andthegirlsfounditpleasurabletokeepit

cleanandwell-arranged.

Questions

a)Whathappensimmediatelyafterthisextract?(3marks)

b)Wherehadthefamilybeenlivingbeforeandwhydidtheymove?(2marks)

c)Givethecharactertraitsofthefollowing:

i. Taiyo

ii. ThepeopleofNasila(6marks)

d)Discussathemeimpliedintheextract.(3marks)

e)Usingtherestofthebook,citeandexplainoneculturalaspectthathadalifechangingeffecton

thelivesofthetwogirls(3mks)

f) Explainastylisticdeviceusedintheextract.(2mks)

g)TaiyoandResianadjustedaccordingly?Addaquestiontag.(1mk)
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SAMPLE2

havenoproblemacquiringmoreknowledge,skillsandspecializedexperience,"saidResianinadefiant

tonethathadTaiyosquirmingwithapprehension."lhavenoproblematallandIthankYeiyoforher

untiringeffortinteachingus.Butmyquestionis:dowegothroughalltheselengthstopleasesome

bunchofbusybodieswhodonothingbutloungeaboutinthelivingrooms,yawningandstretching,

waitingfortastyfoodtolandonthetablebeforethem?No,Irefusetobetaughttosolelypleasemale

counterparts.Theycanalsocook,andtheycan,andshouldalsolearntopleaseusfemales.Period!"

Yeiyo-botorrwasshushed.MamaMilanoiwasdumbfoundedandwasatacompletelossforwords.

Taiyostaredathersisterwithconsternation.

"Resian-siake!"pleadedTaiyo.'Pleasegiverespecttoyeiyo-botorrandstopyouruncalled-fortirade."

"Butsurely,Resian,"hermothersaid,regaininghercomposure."Haveyounorespectforyourfather

whoisalsomale?Whathasgottenintoyou,child,lately?"turningtothegirl'saunt,sheadded,

"enkaini,Yeiyo-botorr,thischildwasnotlikethisbeforewecamehere.Idon'tknowwhathasgone

wrong."

"Nothingiswrongwithme,"retortedResianfuriously.Andpointingatthelivingroomwithherfinger,

shefiercelycharged,"1havenoquarrelwithmyfatherforwhomIhavetremendousrespect.Itisthe

likeofOlarinkoiIammadat,andallthosemaleswhocomehereorderingtodothatortheotherfor

them,simplybecausetheyaremales.Whenwomenvisitus,theygiveustheleewaytorespondtotheir

requests.Butasweburnourfingershere,Mr.Olarinkoiisdozingoffcomfortablyinourlivingroom

andwaitingforhislunchandpossiblyalittleangryandimpatientwithusfordelayingit."

Questions

a)Placetheextractwithinitsimmediatecontext.(4mks)

b)Givethecharactertraitsofthefollowing:(6mks)

i. Resian

ii. MamaMilanoi

c)identifyandexplainathemeimpliedintheextract.4mks

d)WhoisOlarinkoi?HowdoeshelateraffectthelifeofResian?3mks

e)Discussastylisticdeviceextensivelyusedinthisextract.3mks

SAMPLE3

Yes,thatishowOloisudoridefinedsuccess,OleKaelothoughtbitterly.Andheandmanyothersdefine

itinthesameway.

Thearchaicadagethatexhortedtheyoungandup-comingbusinessmentotakecareofcentsandletthe

shillingstakecareofthemselveswasregardedbythelikesofOloisudoritobeuntenable.Instantriches,

justasinstantteaorinstantcoffeewerethething.Andtheinstantaneousblissbroughtinanon-the-
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spotfeelingofwell-being,felicityandhappiness.Thatwaswhateveryonewanted,OleKaeloreasoned,

andthatwaswhathehimselfhadalwayswanted.Andthatwasthereason,likeastinkingrottencarcass

woulddrawatorrentoffliestoitself,peoplelikehimandmanyothersgotdrawntothemurkybusiness

ofOloisudori.

"Butnowthechickenshadcomehometoroost,"OleKaelolamentedruefully.Oloisudoriwasnow

demandinghispoundofflesh.HerecalledtheeventsofthatafternoonwhenOloisudoricamecalling.

Seeinghiminhishouseunexpectedly,hadsignaledtroublewithhiscontracts.ButOloisudorihad

allayedhisfears,sayingthatallwaswellinthatdirection.Thathadrestoredhispeaceandcalmedhis

frayednerves.Thesuccessoftheshopdependedentirelyonthosecontracts.Eventhelargestockshe

heldinthegodownsweresecuredonthestrengthofthosecontracts.Itwasthereforegratifyingto

hearhimconfirmallwaswell.Whatdidhewantthen?Hehadwondered.Buthedidnothavelongto

wonderforlong,forOloisudorididnotbelieveinniceties.Hehadliftedhishead,lettingasmallsilence

drawoutbetweenthem,hetoldhim,"ThereisasmallmatterthatIwouldlikeustodiscuss."

Questions

a)WhatisthesmallmatterOloisudoriwishestodiscuss?(2marks:

b)HowdoesthesmallmatteraffecttheOleKaelofamily?(2marks:

c)HowdoesOloisudoricomeintothelivesoftheOleKaelos?(2marks:

d)Discussthecharactersofthefollowing:(6marks

i. Oloisudori

ii. OleKaelo

e)Explainathemeimpliedintheextract.(3marks

f) Givethemeaningsofthefollowing:(3marks

i. archaic

ii. poundofflesh

iii. niceties

g)Listandexplainonestylisticdeviceusedintheextract.(2marks

SAMPLE4

WhenMinikbegantospeak,itwastoNabarutheenkabaanithatshedirectedherdiscourse.Lookingat

herwithcharmingwarmeyes,Miniktoldhershethoughtshewashermother'sagemate.Shewould

notthereforebegrudgeherifshefoundoutthat,likeherownmother,shesupportedthetraditionally

favoredgirlcircumcisionwhichwassaidtohavebeenhandeddowntothepeopledatingbacktothe

timetheMaapeopleascendedtheKerioValley.ThatwassaidtobeinaccordancewithMaaculture-a

culturethatshetoolovedandrespected.ShesaidthatsheevenlaudedtheMaacultureforthetenacity

ofitsfabricsthathadenabledittoholditspeopletogetherlongafterothershaddisintegrated.She
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howeversaidculturewassupposedtobedynamicanditoughttoshedoffaspectsthathaveoutlived

theirusefulness.Shearguedthatinthepastsucharchaicaspectshadbeendiscardedandforgotten.

Shegavetheexampleofemuata,ahorribleandoutdatedculturalpracticethatdemandedthatyoung

brides,calledisiankikin,wearheavycopperwirecoilsaroundtheirlimbs,legsfromankletoknee,arms

fromwritstoelbowandfromelbowtoarmpit.

Thecopperwirecoilsweresoheavythattheyimpededtheyoungwomen'smovement.Theywerealso

sotightthattheyconstrictedtheirveinsandwastedtheirmuscles.Besides,theyharbouredfliesand

liceunderneaththemresultingtoincessantitching.Eventually,thatinjurioustraditionamaut,was

discardedandthewomenfreedfromthatharrowingexperiencethatwasironicallymeanttoenhance

theirbeauty.Similarly,shesaid,emuratare-o-Ntoiye,whichreferredtothegirlchildcircumcision,

shouldbediscardedinthesamemanner,foritstimehadpassedandithadoutliveditsusefulness.

"Thenameofintoiyenemenga/ana,shouldstopbeingderogatory,"Miniksaidtriumphantly."Instead

emuratare-o-NtoiyeshoulddisappearformtheMaalanguageandshouldbeconsideredasextinct."

Shesaidsomuchmorethat,attheend,NabaruwasconvincedthatFGMdidnotaddanyvaluetothe

livesofitsyoungVictims.Instead,sheagreedittraumatizedthemandwashazardoustotheirhealth.

AndhavingbeenanEnkabaaniforalongtime,shesaidshecouldtestifytoitsdevastation,having

witnessedthewayyoungliveswereruinedbythepractice.ShevowedtojoinMinikinlobbyingagainst

it.

Questions

a)Usingtherestofthebook,explainwhoNabaruisandhowsheendedupinMinik'shouse.(4marks)

b)MinikhasbeendescribedasanenemyoftheMaasai.Usingtheextract,giveyourreaction.(3marks)

c)Discussathemeusedintheextract.(3marks)

d)Explainastylisticdeviceusedintheextract.(2marks)

e)DescribeonesuccessthatMinikachievesinthecourseofherspeechanditssignificance.(4marks)

f)Givethemeaningsofthefollowingwordsasusedintheextract.(4marks)

i. dynamic

ii. injurious

iii. constricted

iv. derogatory

SAMPLE5
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Suddenlythebeamofthevehicle'slightbroughtintoviewasmallmud-plasteredhousewitharustytin

rootAroundthehousewasathornfenceandbesidethehousewasasmallwoodengatethatwasshut.

Thevehiclesloweddownandstoppedinfrontofthegate.Thetwomenconversedinlowtonesfora

fewminutesinthefrontcabin,thenOlarinkoiopenedthedoorandcameout.Hewalkedroundtothe

backofthevehicleandshotbackthetowerboltsthatheldthetailgateandloweredit.

Hepulledouttwobags,oneofmaizeflourandtheotherofsugar,andliftedacoupleoflargecartons

andplacedthemonthe“Whatareyoustilldoingonthebackofthevehicle?"heaskedResianrudely.

"Alightquickly,thedriverdoesn'thavethewholenighttowait."

Themomentshealighted,thepick-upreversed,turnedandwasdrivenoff.Withinafewsecondsthey

wereleftinpitchdarknessandnosoundwasaudiblesavefortheirbreathingandthegentlerippling

soundasthewindrustleddriedleaves.Thestillnesswaseerieandfrightening.

Olarinkoiremovedatorchfromhispocket,beameditonthegateandbeganwalkingtowardsitwithout

walkingtoResian.Hetookabunchofkeysfromhispocket,selectedoneandinserteditintothe

danglingpadlockandopenedit.Resianstillstoodwhereshehadbeenleftinthedarkness,feelingsick

fromhungerandnauseatedfromthelurchingandtherattlingofthepick-up.Alreadyaswarmof

m0Squitoeswasgatheringaroundherandacoldwindthatwasblowingtowardshermadehershiver

uncontrollably.Comeon,woman,"Olarinkoigrowled."Areyougoingtostandthereuntilyouare

draggedawaybyhyenas?"GoodLord!"Resiangaspedinshock.ShehopedinGod'snamethatwhat

shewasimaginingwasnotwhatwasinOlarinkoi'smind.Whathadshegotherselfinto!Wherewas

sheandwasOlorinkoisincerewhenhesaidhewastakinghertoEmakererei?

ShehopedthehosebeforethembelongedtoanotherfamilyfriendofOlarinkoiandtheyweregoingto

bethereonlyforthenight.InthemorningshehopedtheywouldwalktoEmakererei'splace,whichshe

imaginedwascloseby.Butitworriedherthatratherthanrebukingher,Olarinkoihadnotlookedather

norspokentohersincetheyleftNasila.

Questions

a)Placetheextractwithinitsimmediatecontext.(4marks)

b)WhoisOlarinkoi?HowhadhecometobeassociatedwiththeKaelofamily?(3marks)

c)Usingtherestofthebook,explainhowResianhadcometotrustOlarinkoi.(3marks)

d)"Whatareyoustilldoingonthebackofthevehicle?"heaskedResianrudely.(1marks)

Writethesentenceinreportedspeech.

e)Identifyanddiscussathemeimpliedintheextract.(3marks)

f) Explainastylisticdeviceusedintheextract.(3marks)

g)HowdoestheOlarinkoimentionedintheextractcomparetoanotherOlarinkoiinthebook?(3

marks)
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SAMPLE6

However,thenotionthathewasabouttohandoverhisowndaughtertoagangstercontinuedtognaw

attheconscienceofOleKaelorelentlessly.Hefeltguilty,especiallywhenherecalledtheatrocitiesthat

wereknowntohavebeencommittedbyOloisudoriovertheyears.Butanothervoicetoldhimquietly

thathewasbeingfoolishandunreasonabletoquestionhisownconscienceoverthematterof

Oloisudori,forhewasjustoneamongmanywhowereenjoyingthefruitsoftheirlabour.Anditwas

hardlyanybody’sbusinesstoknowhowhonestthatlabourwas.Afterall,thesmallvoicereassuredhim

tauntingly,thosewhocommittedbiggercrimessuchasGoldenbergandAnglo-leasing,werestill

enjoyingthe‘fruitsoftheirlabour.’Hadtheynotinvestedtheyieldsoftheirill-gottenmoneyinhousing

estates,inshares,inimportandexportsintourism,intransportandinothertrades,justasOloisudori

haddone?

Whenhewenttobedlaterthatevening,heremainedawakeformanyhoursponderingoverthose

disturbingthoughtsthatwentthroughhismindfleetingly,likewaterthatchurnedviolentlyina

turbulentsea.HethoughtofOloisudori’simpendingvisitandhisintendedmarriagetoResian.He

knewthesuccessoffailureoftheeventwoulddeterminethefateofhisbusiness.Evenhiscontinued

ownershipofthathousewhereheandhisfamilylived,dependedontheoutcomesofthatevent.

ShouldOloisudorifailtogetResianandrecalltheloanhehadextendedtohimtobuythathouse,he

wasdone.AndknowingOloisudori,hecouldveryeasilydrawtherugfrombeneathhisfeet,leaving

himvulnerabletoallkindsofvagaries.Andthethoughtsgavehimanxiousmoments.

Atdawnwhensleepovertookhim,OleKaelohadapleasantdream. Resianhadconsentedto

Oloisudori’sproposal.AfterOloisudorireportedthattohim,hewasgreatlypleasedandrelieved.His

wifewasrapturous.Althoughtheywereastonishedattheturnofevents,theywererelievedtoknow

thattheywouldnothavetolivewiththeguiltofhavingforcedtheirdaughtertogetmarried.Whata

wisechildhisoncehardheadeddaughterhadturnedtobeafterall!Andhowdevious!Afterallthose

yearsofsullenness,awkwardnessandtactlessness,shehadfinallybroughtrelieftotheirlifeand

usheredinaperiodofpeaceandtranquility.Butthen,itwasjustthat.Adream!

Questions

a).Placetheexcerptinitsimmediatecontext. (4mks)

b).Discussthreemajorissuesinthisexcerpt. (6mks)
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c).Discusstwocharactertraitsofolekaelointhisexcerpt. (4mks)

d).“andthethoughtsgavehimanxiousmoments”(addaquestiontag.)(1mk)

e).Discussanythreeaspectsofstyleinthisexcerpt. (6mks)

f).Explainthemeaningofthefollowingexpressionsfromtheexcerpt. (4mks)

(i).Gnaw

(ii).Pondering

(iii).Impendingvisit

(iv)Hewasdone

SAMPLE7

TheyweresilentastheyclimbedthehillontheirwaybackfromNasilatodrawwater.Thewater
containersthattheycarriedontheirbackswerenowheavy.Thestrapsthatsupportedthecontainers
presseddowntheirheadswithapainfulexhaustion.
Astheywalked,eachoneofthemallowedhermindtofleetingroamthefancifullandofwishful
thinking.
Resianthoughthowwonderfulitwouldbe,hadshehadachancetoenrollattheEgertonUniversity
andaftergraduationhadachancetoworkwithherrolemodel,MinikeneNkoitoi,theEmakerereiatthe
sheepranchthatshemanaged.Sheimaginedherselfalreadytheredrivingalargeflockofsheep.And
whenshethoughtofsheep,hermindflewbacktofifteenyearsorsoearlierandreminiscedthefirst
timeshesawasheep.Itwasachildhoodmemory,amemorablepicturefromtheswirlingscenearound
herwhichhadbeencapturedandpreservedbyhermindwhensheandTaiyoaccompaniedtheirfather
totheNakuruAgriculturalshow.Shecouldstillseeinhermindagroupofbig,dociletawnywoolly
animalsthatstoodpantingdrowsilyinagreenpasture,withthesunbeamingdownbrightlyfroma
clearbluesky.Shehadthenadmiredthewhitelongovercoatsthatthehandlerswore.
TaiyoalsothoughtofEmakererei.ShewouldaskJosephParmuat,toassisthercomposeasonginher
praise.Shehadalreadyputwordstoatuneshehadcomposedtoridiculethethreewomenwhoshe
thoughtcollaboratedwithmentooppressthewomenfolk.TheywereNasila’sthreeblindmicewho,
shethought,didnotseemtoknowthattheworldwaschanging.Thoseweretheenkasakutoniwho
threatenedtocurseintoiyenemengalanaandensuredtheydidnotgethusbandsnorchildren;the
midwifeEnkaitoyoniwhothreatenedtospyontheyoungwomenastheygavebirthtoensurethatany
whowasamongintoiye-nemengelanahadherstatusalteredthereandthen;andthedreaded
Enkamuratani,whowillnevertireofwieldingherolmurunyamenacingly.

QUESTIONS
1.placetheexcerptinitsimmediatecontext.(4marks)
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2.identifyandillustratetwoaspectofstyleinthisexcerpt(4marks)
3.discusstwothemesevidentinthisexcerpt(4marks)
4.discussonecharactertraitofResianandTaiyointheexcerpt(4marks)
5.Thestrapsthatsupportedthecontainerspresseddowntheirheadswithapainfulexhaustion.

Rewritebeginning:with……………………(1mark)
6.HowdoesResian’sthoughtscometobefulfilledinfuture?brieflyexplain(4marks)
7.Explainthemeaningofthefollowingwordsasusedintheexcerpt.(4marks)

i. Reminisced.
ii. Collaborated

iii. Dreaded
iv. Menacingly

SAMPLE8

ReadthefollowingexcerptfromBlossomsoftheSavannahandanswerthequestionsthatfollow.

"Yes,theyarecreatorsofthelabyrinththatthewomencontinuetomeanderaround,"shesaid

philosophically.

"EvenifIamreluctantlyconvincedthatitwaswomenandnotmenwhoinitiatedtheobnoxiousritual

whoprovokedthewomentodoso?TheIlarinkonwhowerepurportedtohavepushedwomeninto

mutilatingtheirsexualityweremen.AndtheancientIlarinkonwerenodifferentfromtoday'sIlarinkon.

EllieancientIlarinkonweresadistsanddespotic.Today'sIlarinkonareworse.Inadditiontobeing

despotic,theyareoppressivetyrants;andoneoftheirwaysofoppressingusistodemandthatF.G.M

beperpetuatedagainstusforever!"

Aloudknockatthedoordisruptedtheirconversation.Beforetheycouldrespond,therewasanother

knock.Onlythistime,shorturgentrapsmadeininsistentquicksuccessionfollowed.

"Seewhoitis,"hermothertoldher,happytogetridofher.Sheruedthemomentsheintroducedthat

explosivesubject.

Althoughshehadgotusedtopeopleknockingatanytime,thatparticularknocknearlyangeredResian.

Whyshouldanybodybuttinwhensheandhermotherwerecarryingoutafruitfuldiscussion?Itwas

rareforhermothertoopenuptothatextentandshewouldhavewishedtobringupotherissuesthat

requiredsuchfrankness.Mutteringunderherbreath,shequicklywalkedfromthekitchenthroughthe

livingroomtotheouterhallandopenedthefrontdoor,

Questions

a)"Yes,theyarecreatorsofthelabyrinth..."whatisResianrespondingto?2mks

b)WhydidwomeninitiateFGM?2mks

c)TowhomdoesResianreferastoday'sIlarinkons?GiveevidencefromthetexttosupportResian's

assertionthattheyareoppressivetyrants.4mks

d)"Sheruedthemomentshehadintroducedthatexplosivesubject."Whathadmadeherintroduce

thesubject?(4marks)

e)ResianspeaksoutagainstFGMinthisexcerpt.Giveanothertimeinthetextwhensheiscriticalof

outdatedpractices.3mks

f) DescribethecharacterofResianasbroughtoutinthisexcerpt.2mks

g)Giveanotherwordfromthepassagethatmeansthesameasoppressive.1mk
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h)Givethemeaningofthefollowingwordsasusedintheexcerpt:2mks

i) labyrinth

ii)obnoxious

i) Whoisthevisitor?BrieflydescribeResian'simpressionofthevisitor.4mks

SAMPLE9

ReadthefollowingexcerptfromthenovelBlossomsoftheSavannahandanswerthequestionsthat

follow.

"OhGodofallcreation!Resiancriedoutbitterlyandaudiblyassoonasthecrueluglyoldwomanleft

her,"Whatunendingwoestheseare!"Whathave1donetothegodstodeservethiskindof

punishment

ThensherecalledtheteachingoftheBible,andespeciallywhereitnarratedthewoesofthosewho

wentthroughsimilarorevenworsetribulations,buttriumphedattheend.Sheparticularlyremembered

thewailinglamentationsofJobandhisrailingagainstinjustice,andshethoughtherproblemswere

nothingcomparedtothosehehadsuffered.

Hetriumphedbecausehewasstoic,focusedandwasabletopersevere.Olarinkoiandhisdemonic

mothermayphysicallytakehertoTanzania,Olarinkoimayphysicallytakeherashiswife,theymay

evenphysicallyCircumciseher,butmentallyshewasgoingtoresist.Shewasgoingtorefusetobe

subdued.Whereshecould,shewasgoingtophysicallyresist.Sheresolvedtoremainfocusedandshe

prayedforstrengthandendurancetobeabletobearallthosemisfortunes.

ShehadwonderedwhereOlarinkoiwas,butshehadnowlearntfromhismotherthathewassome

placeplanningmoreevil.ShehadalsolearntthatOloisudori,themonster,waslookingforher.She

nowwonderedwhoamongthemwasalesserdevil.Shedidnotknowwhattothinkaboutherfather.

Hewasliketheproverbialpigthatwasfriedusingitsownlard.Shethoughthewassufferingdouble

tragedy:thelossofhisdaughterandthelossofhisshopandhomeiftheywerefinancedbyOloisudori.

Questions

a)"OhGodofallcreation!"WhathaselicitedthisreactionfromResian?3mks

b)Innoteform,explainResian'stribulationsandwoessincerunningaway.Donotrepeatthe

answersgiveninquestion(a).4mks

c)Commentonthedifferentmoodsinparagraphoneandtwoofthisexcerpt.3mks

d)theoldwomanisreferredtoascruel,demonicandugly.Whywouldshebedescribedinthisway?

4mks

e)DescribethecharactertraitsofResian.4mks

f) Identifyandexplainonestylisticdeviceusedinthisexcerpt.2mks

g)"Shenowwonderedwhoamongthemwasalesserdevil".Howiseachofthemadevil?4mks

h)Givethemeaningofthefollowingphraseasusedinthisexcept:Refusetobesubdued2mks

SAMPLE10

ReadthefollowingexcerptfromthenovelBlossomsoftheSavannahandanswerthequestionsthat

follow.
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"Notreally,myhusband,"shesaidruefully,beatingahastyretreat."Ourcultureiseverythingandit

rulesourlives."

"Good,"hesaidauthoritatively."Nowlisten,youmustimmediatelystartcounsellingthegirlsto

UnderstandtheirrolesaspotentialwivesofthemenofNasila.Preparethemtoappreciateandaccept

theirfutureresponsibilitiesasmothersandhomebuilders.

"I'lldothat,myhusband,"shesaidquietly.

"Oneotherthing,"hesaidevenly."I'llaskSimirentorequesttheyoungteachercalledParmuat,who

isofourclanandthereforeabrothertothegirls,tofindtimetoteachthemafewhometruths.After

thatweshallcallenkamuratanitoplayherpartbeforewegivethemaway.

Thosewerethewords,whoseutterancesshesodreaded.Andonceuttered,sheknew,thewords

instantlybecauseaninviolableedict.Nowthathehadspoken,thepainwasalreadyharrowingandthe

tormentinherheartUnbearable.

Shewastornbetweenherloveforherdaughtersandherdutifulroleofafaithfulandobedientwifeof

OleKaelo,butinherculturetherewasnoroomfordissent,especiallyifthesubjectwasinconformity

withtheculture.Whowouldsidewithherifsheweretoopposetheculturalrituals?

HeronlyallywouldbethewomantheeldersofNasilacontemptuouslycalledentangoroiorthewasp.

ThosewhohonouredhercalledherEmakererei,forshewassaidtohaveattendedMakerereUniversity

inUganda,wheresheobtainedherdegreeinveterinaryscience.MamaMilanoiknewherwell.Her

actualnameswereMinikeneNkoitoi.

OutsideNasila,shewasrespectedandhonoured.Atthirty,shewasalreadymanaginganexpansive

governmentsheepranchreputedtoholdhundredsofthousandsofsheep,aboutonehundred

kilometersawayfromNasila.Underherwerehundredsofemployeeswhoworkedattheranch.

Questions

a)"Notreally,myhusband."WhatisMamaMilanoirespondingto?2mks

b)IdentifytwopeoplewhohaveinfluencedOleKaelotoinitiatehisdaughtersandhow.4mks

c)OleKaeloappointsParmuattoeducatethegirlsabouttheirculture.Whatistheirreaction?3mks

d)DescribethecharactertraitsofOleKaelo.2mks

e)Identifyandexplainonethematicconcernthatemergesinthisexcerpt.3mks

f) "Shewastornbetweenherloveforherdaughtersanddutifulroleofafaithfulandobedientwife".

GiveexamplesofothertimeswhenMamaMilanoi'sdutyasawifesupersededherloveforher

daughters.3mks

g)GivetworolesthatEmakerereiplaysinthistext.4mks

h)DescribetheattitudeoftheNasilapeopletowardsEmakererei.2mks

i) Givethemeaningofthefollowingexpressionsasusedinthisexcerpt:2mks

 Hometruths

 Inviolableedict

SAMPLE11

2.Readthefollowingexcerptandanswerthequestionsthatfollow.

"WhatJosephParmuattoldTaiyoisfactuallycorrect,"hermothertoldherconfidently."Itwasthe
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shameandangerthatwasprovokedbyIlarinkontaunts,lewdteasingandprovocativeposturingthat

madethewomendowhattheydidtocurtailthosedesirestheworthlesspredatorsexploitedtoprey

uponthem.

"Thatmayhavebeentruethen,"Resiansaid,lookingdirectlyintohermother'seyes."Butwhatisthe

reasonfordoingittoday?Ilarinkonarenolongerwithus,orarethey?""TheoriginalIlarinkonmay

havegone,"hermothersaidunconvincingly,"butotherIlarinkonarestillwithus."“ExactIy!"said

Resiantriumphantly,"Yes,it'sthelatterdayIlarinkonwhoarewreakinghavoconuswomen.Surely

Yeiyo,ifonediscoveredanastybutpotentmedicinethatoncetakencuredanailment,mustthey

continuetoswallowiteveryday-tenyearsdowntheline.Ifindthatabsurd.

Thesensiblethingwouldbetodiscardthebittermedicineoncepeoplearecured.Period!TellmeYeiyo,

whatuseisF.G.M.totoday'swoman?"“Areyousuggestingthatitismenwhocontinuetoperpetuate

thisculturalrite?"hermotheraskedperplexedbythedaughter'sargument.„yes,theyarecreatorsof

thelabyrinththatthewomencontinuetomeanderaround,"shesaidphilosophically.

"EvenifIamreluctantlyconvincedthatitwaswomenandnotmenwhoinitiatedthatobnoxiousritual,

whoprovokedthewomentodoso?TheIlarinkonwhowerepurportedtohavepushedwomeninto

mutilatingtheirsexuality weremen.AndtheancientIlarinkonwerenodifferentfromtoday'sIlarinkon.

TheancientIlarikonweresadistsanddespotic,theyareoppressivetyants,andoneoftheirwaysof

oppressingusistodemandthatF.G.M.beperpetuatedagainstusforever!"

Aloudknockatthedoordisruptedtheirconversation.Beforetheycouldrespond,therewasanother

knock.Onlythistime,shorturgentrapsmadeininsistentquicksuccessionfollowed.

"Seewhoitis,"hermothertoldher,happytogetridofher.Sheruedthemomentsheintroducedthat

explosivesubject.

Althoughshehadgotusedtopeopleknockingatanytime,thatparticularknocknearlyangeredResian.

Whyshouldanybodybuttinwhensheandhermotherwerecarryingoutafruitfuldiscussion?Itwas

rareforhermothertoopenuptothatextentandshewouldhavewishedtobringupotherissuesthat

requiredsuchfrankness,mutteringunderherbreath,shequicklywalkedfromthekitchenthroughthe

livingroomtotheouterhallandopenedthefrontdoor.

Amanstoodatthedoorway,briefcaseinhand.Hewastall,broad-shoulderedandheworeablue

businesssuit,whiteshirtandalightbluetie,Themusclesofhisarmsbulgedunderthesleevesofhis

coat.Hisface,abovehiscloselytrimmedbeardandmoustache,wasbrownandleathery;possiblyfrom

exposuretothesunandwind.Hehadawidemouthfromwhichprotrudedtwolongupperteethwitha

widegapbetweenthem,makinghimlooklikeawarthog,shedidnotlikehislongslantingeyes.His

piercedandextendedearlobeshangcomicallydownhisneck,eachloopseemingtobegforsomething

tobehookedoverit.

"IsthisthehomeofParsimeiOleKaelo?"themanaskedinacold,sharpvoice.

'Yesitis,"answeredResianinasubduedvoice,anominousfeelingcreepingintoherheart.

"WhatcanIdoforyou?"

"Ihavecometoseehim,"hesaidauthoritativelyandtookastepintothehouse.Inanarrogantly

confidentmanner,heasked,"ishein?"

"Nohe'snotinatthemoment,"Resianansweredalsotakingastepforwardtoblockhim.She
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hopedhewouldgoaway.Sheaddedimpatiently."He'sprobablyattheshopintown."

"He'snotthere,"themansaidemphatically,shakinghishead,"Ihavejustcomefromthere."

HepeeredatResian.Thoseslantingblackeyeshadslidfromherfaceandwerenowdeliberately

scanningherbody.Acreepysensationsentshiversdownherspine,

(BlossomsoftheSavannah,LonghornPublishersLtd,2017)

Questions

a)Whathadhappenedbeforethisexcerpt?2mks

b)IdentifythefullnameofthischaracterwhovisitsResian'shome1mk

c)"IsthisthehomeofParsimeiOleKaelo?"Changethesentenceintoastatement1mk

d)DescribeResian'sattitudetowardsthevisitor.3mks

e)Explainhowdialogueisusedinthisextract.2mks

f) Explainthemajorthemeinthisexcerpt?3mks

g)Innoteform,describethevisitor.2mks

h)Describeone-charactertraitofbothResianandthevisitorinthisextract.(4marks)

i) ExplainwhathappenslaterinthenovelthatconcernsResianandthevisitor?(2marks)

j) Givethemeaningofthefollowingwordsandphraseasusedintheextract.(3marks)

i) Ominous

ii)Acreepysensation

iii)Rued

SAMPLE12

"Howeverdisreputablethemanmaybe,"hermotherwarnedher,"becarefulResian.Wedon'tknow

whatconnectionthemanbaswithyourfatheranditwouldbecatastrophicifyourtonguewouldbethe

onetoseverhisrelationswithothermen.GotothelivingroomandtellhimI'mbusypreparinglunch.

Gethimacupofteaorsomethingelsetodrinkandmakehimcomfortablebeforeyourfathercomes.I

amsurehewillbeheresoon."

Reluctantly,ResiantookaflaskthatcontainedteaandcupandslowlyWalkedbacktothelivingroom.

Themomentshereappeared,ResiansawOloisudoricranehisneck,watchingher.Shequicklyplaced

theflaskandcuponthetableandherhandsautomaticallyflewtothebuttonsofherblousethatshe

suddenlyfelt,fromthelooksinhiseyes'musthavebeenUnbuttoned.But

"Itmusthavetakenlongforyoutodecidewhethertogivemeacupoftea?"hesaidsarcastically.

Theman'swordsshockedResianandshebackedawayfromhim.IntheProcess,shecollidedwitha

nearbycoffeetableandnearlylostherbalance

“sorry,"shesaidregainingherbalanceandcomposure."Butwealwaysserveteatoourvisitorseven

whenourmotherhasnottoldustodoso.

"Inthatcase,Imustapologiesformymistakenthought,"Oloisudorisaidashetookthecupoftea.He

letasmallsuggestivesilencegrowbetweenthembeforesaying,"I'mindeedsorry,prettylady."Then

hesmiledather;ademonicandintrusivesmile.

Fortheveryfewminutesshestoodbeforehim,shefelthisblacklanguorouseyesmoveupanddown

herfaceandbodywitharelentlessintimacythatnearlyimmobilizedherwithembarrassment.Shefelt
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asifhishandswerealloverherbodycaressingheragainstherwill.

Sheevenfeltangrywithherself,whenshereasonedthatbystandingthereshewasencouraginghimto

humiliateher.Butsomehow,itwasasifhehadhypnotizedher,forasmuchasshehadwantedtoflee,

shefoundherfeetrootedtothespot.Asinexperiencedasshewasinthewaymenbehaved,shecould

tellfromhissmilehispleasureinherobviousfearandconfusion.Andinstinctively,shesensedcruelty

inhim.Sweattrickleddownherstomach,brokeoutonherface,beforebecomingclammyonher

cheeks.Sheshookherheadasiftocheckwhethershewasreallyawake.

Questions

a)Placethisexcerptinitsimmediatecontext.(4marks)

b)Stateandexplainonemajorthemeinthisexcerpt(2marks)

c)Identifyandillustratetwofeaturesofstyleinthisextract.(6marks)

d)ExplainhowOloisudorihadhelpedResian'sfatherinthepast.(3marks)

e)"Itmusthavetakenlongforyoutodecidewhethertogivemeacupoftea"hesaid

sarcastically.(Rewritethesentenceindirectspeech)

f) HowdisreputableisOluisudori?Explainthreethingsthatmakehimadespicableperson.

(3marks)

g)Describeone-charactertraitof

i) Oloisudori

ii)Resian(4marks)

h)Explainthemeaningofthewordsasusedintheexcerpt(2marks)

i) languorous

ii)hypnotized

SAMPLE13

Later,Taiyowassurprisedtoseethattheseeminglyhelplessandtoothlessoldmanwasoneofthemost

reveredeldersinthecommunity.Shesawhimgetupfromwherehesatwiththeothertwooldmen,

andleaningheavilyonhiswalkingstick,movedtothecenterofthelivingroom.Hispacewasdignified

ashewalkedwithhischinupandhismouthsetinahardstraightline.ThatwasthetimeTaiyo

observedhisheavilywrinkledface.Therewasahaughtysettohisfeatures?Foramoment,Taiyofeltas

ifhehadfastenedhiseyedonherandthathisgazewaslikeaphysicallyoppressiveforceuponher.She

suddenlyfeltinmuchaweofhim.

Whenhebegantospeak,hisvoiceboomedanditsresonancefilledthecrowdedroom.Heintroduced

himselfasoldMusanka,amemberoftheIlmakesenclanandofIlteritoageset.HesaidNasilawasa

MaahouseandanybodybornofMaawasentitledtoitsshelter.Maaculturewasthebloodandmarrow

thatgavesustenancetothebody.AndthebodywasthecollectivemassesoftheMaa.OleKaelo,he

said,wasatinystrandofhairthathadbeenblownawayfromitsowner'sheadbyagustofwind.The

samewindthathadblownitawayhadblownthestrandbacktoitsowner'shead.Hesaidthehead

couldnotrefusetoreceivebackthereturningstrand.Buttheonuswasuponthestrandtoattachand

coilitselfbackontotherestofthehairontheheadandblendwithit.Ifitdidnot,hewarned,itwould

dropandgettrampledupontheground.HeadvisedOleKaelotore-assimilatehimselfintohispeople's



FormarkingschemestextorcallMr.Chepkwonyon0724351706

culture.

"Thoseofuswhohavebeenlisteningtothesoundofourcattlebells,"hesaidquotingthechildren's

song,"knowthatOleKaelo'scattlearehome-bound.Theywereboundtocome,forthefoundersaid

thatwhenaratbeginstosmell,itreturnstoitsmother'shome.

"Andspeakingofhome,"OleMusankasaidcandidly,"OleKaelomustbetold,homeisnotthishouse

howevermagnificentitmaybe.HomeisMaa,homeisNasila,homeisfamilyandhomeisthechildren.

Killoneofthosefourpillarsandthereisnohometospeakabout.Severyourselffromthecultureof

yourpeopleandyoueffectivelybecomeolkirikoi,amanofnofixedabode,youreleganthouse

notwithstanding.WherearethewomenoftheMaa?EmbracethewifeandchildrenofOleKaeloand

bringthembackintotheNasilafold.WherearetheeldersofIlmolelian?Thereisyourman.Cuthim

loosefromthesnaresofaliencultures.Iamthrough."

ThenhehadapartingshotforTaiyoandResian."Donotlistentocrusadersofanalienculturethatis

beingperpetratedbyacertainentangorojcalledEmakererei.Thatwaspadvocatesthatwemaintain

intoiyenemengalanaamongstourdaughters.Taba!Mayshegodownwiththesettingsun!"

Afterthatvolublecurse,theoldmanblessedtheOleKaelos.Hehadaspecialblessingforthedaughter

OfOleKaelowhoservedhimwithaspecialdishthatevening.Heprophesiedthatshewillbeamother

ofthenextleaderofNasilaandMaa.

Questions

a)Frominformationgivenjustbeforethisexcerpt,statetworeasonswhytheceremonyinthispassage

isbeingheld.(4marks)

b)WhyisTaiyosurprisedtofindthattheoldmanwasarespectedmemberofthecommunity(2

marks)?

c)ExplainclearlyOleMusanka'sanalogyofthebloodandmarrowinreferencetotheMaaculture.(4

marks)

d)Identifyandillustratetwothemesevidentinthisexcerpt.(2marks)

e)Cuthimloosefromthesnaresofaliencultures.(Rewritethissentence,usinganappropriatephrasal

verb.)(1mark)

f) Innoteform,summarizeOleMusanka'spraiseoftheMaaculture.(4marks)

g)Identifyandillustratetwodevicesofstyleevidentinthisexcerpt.(2marks)

h)BrieflyexplainwhoEmakerereiis.(2marks)?

i) Explain'themeaningofeachofthefollowingwordsandphrasesastheyareusedintheexcerpt.(4

marks)

i) haughty

ii)ofnofixedabode

iii)sustenance

iv)perpetrated

SAMPLE14

"Noonecanaccuseusoflaziness,cutinTaiyohappily,herspiritbuoyedupbyheraunt'spraise,"And

yeiyoherehasbeenoureverresourcefulteacher."Thatisasitshouldbe,"yeiyobotorrenthused."We
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weretaughtbyourmotherswhowerealsotaughtbytheirmothers,andsoonandonbacktothetime

weascendedKeriovalley."

"Ihavenoproblemacquiringmoreknowledge,skillsandevenspecializedexperience,"Resiansaidina

defianttonethathadTaiyosquirmingwithapprehensions"IhavenoproblematallandIthankyeiyo

forheruntiringeffortinteachingus.Butmyquestionis:dowegotoalltheselengthstopleasesome

lazybunchofbusybodieswhodonothingbutloungeaboutinthelivingrooms,yawningandstretching,

waitingfortastyfoodtolandonthetablebeforethem?No,Irefusetobetaughttosolelypleasemale

counterparts.Theycanalsocook,andtheycan,andshouldalsolearntopleaseusfemales.Period!"

Yeiyobotorrwasshocked.MamaMilanoiwasdumbfoundedandwasatacompletelossforwords.

Taiyostaredathersisterinconsternation.

"Resian-sake-!"pleadedTaiyo."Pleasegiverespecttoyeiyobotorrandstopyouruncalledfortirade."

"Butsurely,Resian,"hermothersaid,regaininghercomposure."Haveyounorespectforyourfather

whoisalsomale?Whathasgottenintoyourchild,lately?"

Turningtothegirls'aunt,sheadded,"enkaini,yeiyobotorr,thischildwasnotlikethisbeforewecame

here.Idon'tknowwhathasgonewrong.""Nothingiswrongwithme,"Resianretortedfuriously.And

pointingatthelivingroomwithherfinger,shefiercelycharged,"Ihavenoquarrelwithmyfather,for

whomIhavetremendousrespect.ItisthelikesofOlarinkoiIammadatandallthoseothermaleswho

comehereorderingustodothatortheotherforthem,simplybecausetheyaremales.Whenwomen

visitus,theygiveustheleewaytorespondtotheirrequests.Butasweburnourfingershere,Mr.

Olarinkoiisdozingoffcomfortablyinourlivingroomwaitingforhislunchandpossiblyalittleangry

andimpatientwithusfordelayingit."

"Itisenough,"criedyeiyobotorrviciously.Sheinstantlyabandonedthepeelingofpotatoesandthrew

theknifeintothepailthatheldthepeeledpotatoes.Supportingherselfbyholdingontoanearbywall,

shepainfullyliftedherlarge,heavybody."Myenkaini,"Iagreewithyouthatsomethingiswrongwith

ourchild.AndIthinkIknowwhatailsher.ComealongandIwilltellyouwhatIthinkailsher."

Questions

(a)Brieflyexplainwhathadhappenedjustbeforetheeventsinthisexcerpt.(3marks)

(b)Fromtheeventsinthisexcerpt,describeResian'sattitudetowardstheteachingsoftheMaa

tradition.(3marks)

(c)WouldyousaythatResianhatesmeningeneral?Givereasonsforyouranswer.(3marks)

(d)Frominformationgivenearlierinthenovel,suggestapossiblereasonwhyResiandislikesOlarinkoi.

(2marks)

(e)Identifyanddescribetwothemesevidentinthisexcerpt.(4marks)

(f)"Nothingiswrongwithme,"Resianretortedfuriously.(Rewriteinreportedspeech).(1mark)

(g)DescribetwoeventslaterinthenovelwhereOlarinkoidisplaystwocontrastingaspectsof

behaviourinhisrelationshipwithmembersofOleKaelo'sfamily.4mks

(h)Supportingherselfbyholdingontoanearbywall,shepainfullyliftedherlarge'heavybody.

(Rewritethesentencebeginning:She2mks

(i)"ComealongwithmeandIwilltellyouwhatIthinkailsher"'Whichexplanationdoesyeiyobotorr
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giveforResian'sdefiantbehaviour?(3marks)

SAMPLE15

Readtheexcerptbelowandanswerthequestionsthatfollow.

“SasaYeiyo!Lookatme,Ireadyforourvisitor,"Resiansaidcheerfully,addressinghermother."How

doyoulikemydress?

"Splendid,"hermotheransweredcautiously.

"MYlittleResian-e-yeiyo,howlovelyyoulook!"herfatherwhowasuncharacteristicallyemotionalsaid.

Youalmostlooklikeagrownuplady.Whatdoyouthink,Olarinkoi?"

Olarinkoi,whowaspresentthatmorninglookedupatResian,gruntedandsnorted.Hethengrinnedin

grudgingadmiration.

"Notbad,hesaid,lookingatResiansheepishly."Notbadatall."Oloisudoriwastimeconscious.Inthe

kindofbusiness,hehaddoneinthelargepartofhisworkinglife,timewasoftheessence.Asa

gangster,hehadtobepunctual,preciseandpunctilious,asmalldelay,inexactnessorcareless

disregardoftheplancouldnotonlyresultinmissedopportunitiesbutcouldalsoprovetobefatal.

Punctualityhadthereforebecomehissecondnature.ThatwashowheapproachedResian'sissue.Like

allothertasksheundertook,heapproacheditwithsinglenessofmind.Heplannedmeticulously,

puttingaprecisetimeframetoit.Hisretinuewaswellchosenanddetailstakenintoconsideration.He

hadhiredananesthetistiftheneedtorenderResianunconsciousarose.

Atnine-thirtyinthemorning,theywereassembledsomewherenearNasila.Oloisudoriwasreviewing

thedetailedinstructionthathehadgiveneachindividualwhowastotakepartinthetaskahead.Except

forhimandhisdriver,noneoftheothersweretoappearanywherenearOleKaelo'sresidencebefore

sixo'clockintheevening.Theyweretoappearatsixo'clockonthedot,pounceonthegirl,seizeher,

carryherintothecarandspeedoff.Iftherewasneedtorenderherunconscious,thatwouldbedone

ontheway.ThenextstopwouldbeatherhouseinMilimaniEstate,Nakuru.

ThemomentTaiyoleft,Resian'sconfidencebegantowane.Shebegantotremblequiteliterally.In

orderthathermotherdidnotnoticehownervousshewas,sheexcusedherselfandfledtoherbedroom.

ButonseeingthecartonintowhichtheyhadpackedallthosegiftsthatOloisudorihadgiventhem,and

whichsheintendedtogivebacktohim,hercouragereturned.Shehadvowedtofacethemonster

gallantly,anditwasfoolishofhertodevelopcoldfeetatthatpoint,especiallyafterpromisinghersister

thatshewouldfacehim,comewhatmay.Shewasinthebattlefrontandsuccessorfailurewasinher

hands.Shehadtodoitevenifherfatherwouldneverforgiveher.Ifsherebuffedhimsuccessfully,an

innervoicetoldher,awholenewworldwouldopenupbeforeher.Shehadthereforetobestoicand

facethemonsterbravely.Sheglancedattheclockbesidetheirbed;itwasaquartertoten.

Questions

a.IdentifytheironyinResian'swords:"1amreadyforourvisitor."2mks

b.Inviewofeventselsewhereinthenovel,explainwhyOlarinkoiissaidtogrunt,snortandgrin'in

grudgingadmiration'ofResian'sappearance.3mks

c.Oloisudoriisreferredtoasagangsterinthisexcerpt.Frominformationgiveninthisexcerptand

elsewhereinthenovel,justifywhythisisafittingdescriptionofhischaracter.4mks
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d.'ThemomentTaiyoleft...'WherehadTaiyogone?2mks

e.itwasfoolishofhertodevelopcoldfeetatthatpointExplainthemeaningoftheunderlined

expression.1mk

f.BrieflydescribethecharacterofOloisudoriasseeninthisexcerpt.4mks

g.Innotmorethan40words,describethearrangementsthatOloisudorihadmadetokidnap

Resian.6mks

h. Describewhathappensimmediatelyaftertheeventsinthisexcerpt.3mks

SAMPLE16

Readthepassagebelowandanswerthequestionsthatfollow.

"Thesechildrenmaynotknow,"hesaidsuddenly,turninghisattentiontohisdaughters,'ITheymay

notknowandIwanttotellthemnow,thatyouaretheirbrother.Youarenolessabrothertothemthan

theirownmother'ssonwouldhavebeen.Youaremysonasmuchastheirmother'ssonwouldhave

beenmyson.Perhapstheirmotherhasalreadytoldthem,andifshehasnot,shewilltellthemtonight

thatParmuat'sfamilyandKaelo'sfamilyareone.WeareallofIllmolelianclan,ofIloorasha-kinejisub-

clan."

HetoldJosephParmuatthathehadbroughtuphisdaughterswell,theywerewellbehavedandthathe

wasproudofthem.However,havingbeenawayfromNasilaalltheirlives,theyhadmissedoutonthe

basicculturalvaluesthatharmonizedthelivesofNasilapeople.

Inadditiontowhattheylearntatschoolorinadditiontowhattheywereyettolearnthroughbooks,he

stressed,itwasimperativethattheylearnedhabits,traditionsandtheirculturethattheywouldmake

theirparentsandtheNasilapeopleproudofthem.Headdedthat,althoughheconsideredthegirls

intelligent,therewasneedforthemtodevelopintoresponsiblematurewomenofthefuture.Thatwas

necessary,hesaid

emphatically,becausetherewasnothingthatparentslookedforwardto,thantoseetheirchildrensettle

downintheirownhomes.

Hehadhastenedtoaddthatalthoughattheiragetheymightconsiderwhathewassayingas

ridiculouslyirrelevant,heknewbyexperiencethattherewasnothingbetterthanbeginningtoplanfor

one'sfutureearly.

Hewarnedthegirlsthattheymightfindafewculturaldemandsobnoxiousbuttheywouldhavetobe

stoicandthemwiththeUnderstandingthatitwasthosenone-too-pleasanttraditionsthatnurturedand

boundtheirPeopletogether."Andthosefamiliesthathadrefusedtorejointheirpeople,"headded

thoughtfully,"had"Itshouldneverhappentous,"heconcludeddramatically.

Whentheirmotherspoketothemlater,emphasizingwhattheirfatherhadtoldthem,theyworeblank

facesanddeliberatelyconcealedtheirreaction.Shethereforedidnotrealizethattheyheldextremely

divergentviews.

ThatwasthemostexcitingnewsthatTaiyohadreceivedeversincetheycametoNasila.Shewas

exultant.AlthoughtheirfatherneverforoncementionedthatJosephParmuatwastocoachherin

traditionalmusicanddance,thefactthathehadallowedthemtointeractwithhimfilledherheartwith

joy.Shecouldhardlyhideherelation.EventherepeatedassertionthatJosephParmuatwastheir
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brotherbyvirtueoftheirculturallinks,failedtodauntherspirit.Wasshesimplyinfatuatedwithhim?If

shewas,shehopedthefeelingwouldsoonsimmerdown.Whatpleasedhermost,however,wasthat

shenowhadaconfidantwhomshecouldasksomeofthoseembarrassingquestionsthatshecouldnot

dareaskhermotheroranybodyelse.

Itwas,however,differentforResian,Deeprightintoherheartshewasseethingwithire.Itirkedher

terriblytohavehadtolistentotheirfatherashepreparedthemforajourneythatshethoughtwould

leadthemback

totheStoneAgeera.ShescornfullydismissedtheculturalcoachingthatJosephParmuatwasto

undertakeasworthless.Shelikenedthewholesagatoagrownuppersonwhoseminddegeneratedinto

anidiotandhadtocontentwithplayingwithmud.Itwasutterfoolishness!

"Itmaynotbeasbadasyouimagine,littlesister,"Taiyosaid,tryingtomollifyherangrysister.

"MaybebythetimebrotherParmuatisthroughwithus,weshallbethewiser.

"Wiserindeed!"jeeredResian."Yes.Bythetimeheisthroughwithus,weshallhavebeentaughta

greatlessoninstoicism.Wewon'tblinkorwinceevenasenkamuratanimutilatesoursexualityto

smithereens!"

Questions

a)Brieflydescribewhathadhappenedjustbeforetheeventsinthisexcerpt.3mks

b)Frominformationgivenearlierinthenovel,suggestapossiblereasonwhyOleKaelofindsit

necessarytoemphasizethatParmuatisabrothertoTaiyoandResian.(2marks)

c)AccordingtoOleKaelo,whyhadthegirlsbeenunabletolearntheMaaculture?2mks

d)Whyisitimportantforthegirlstoputupwithculturaltraditionsthattheymayfindunacceptable?

2mks

e)Innotmorethan70words,summarizeOleKaelo'smessageinthispassage.8mks

f) WhywasthemotherunabletorealizethatResianandTaiyodisagreedwithwhatshehadtoldthem

thatevening?2mks

g)GivetworeasonswhyTaiyowasparticularlyhappythatParmuatwouldbecoachingherinmusic

anddance.4mks

h)Innoteform,summarizethereasonswhyResianisopposedtotheculturalcoachingthattheir

fatherpreparesthemfor.4mks

SAMPLE17

“NoJoseph,”shesaidinaninfantilewhimper.“Ican’tbearthatwecan’texpressthelovethatwehave
foroneanotherbecauseofsomeprimitiveculture.Ifbylovingyou,IoffendthesensibilitiesofNasila
thenletmeoffendandfacetheconsequencesofdoingso!”

“Ialsoloveyouverymuch,”JosephParmuatrespondedfinally.“IlovedyouthemomentIsawyou
duringyourfather’shomecomingceremony.Butthentheclanmattercametoseparateus.Itistruewe
havenobloodrelation.ButNasilaculturedictateswhoarerelatedandwhoarenot.Weareslotted
amongthosewhocannotmarry.”

“No,itcan’tbe,Icannotacceptitsverdict,”shesaidpetulantlyherwordsagonised.“Noway,never!”
Shestopped,confusedandangrywithherselfatherinarticulateoutburst.Shetookseverallong
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steadyingbreathsandthensaid,“Icannotacceptthataculturethatdoesnotfeed,clotheorhouseme
comestocontrolmylife.Ourlivesbelongtous,Joseph.Thedestinyofourlivesisinourownhands.
Weshouldguarditjealously.”Atlasttheydrewalittleapart.Hiseyeswereopen,honestandsteady
uponherface.
Questions

a)Whathappensbeforethisexcerpt? (3mks)

b)ForbothJosephandTaiyo,giveandillustratetwocharactertraits.(4mks)

c)Howisdialoguesignificantinthisexcerpt? (4mks)

d)Explainanytwothematicconcernsaddressedintheexcerpt.(4mks)

e)Fromelsewhereinthenovel,howdoesJosephsacrificeforhisloveforTaiyo(4mks)

f) Explainthemeaningofthefollowingvocabularyasusedintheexcerpt.(4mks)

a)destiny

b)infantile

c)petulantly

d)primitive

g)Whathappensimmediatelyafterthisextract? (2mks)

SAMPLE18

Youaremad!”Resianscreamedathim.YouarestarkmadifyouthinkIamyourwife.Icanonlybe
yourwifeovermydeadbody.Yes,youandmyfathercankillmeandcarrymydeadbodytoyour
palatialhome.”

Hewasstunnedbythoseharshwords.Hewincedasifhehadbeenstruck.Thenalreadyharshlineof
hismouthtightenedandhestoodtenseforamoment.Thenherelaxedandwatchedhermockingly.
“YoucanneverescapeResian,”herepeatedquietly,smiling.Theverynormalityofhisvoiceashespoke
thosemonstrouswordswasmostshockinganddisturbingtoher.Whetheryouscreamyourheartout,
orjumpintothedeepsea,Resian,youaremine.Youaremywifefromnowhenceforth”

“Iwanttogonow.”Resianannouncedangrilyshudderingwithdisgustandterror.

“Youwanttogo?”heasked,thecontemptuousquietofhisvoiceamenacebyitself.”Go!Youwantto
bepersuaded,coaxedandpamperedtomarryOloisudoriLonkiyaa?SorryIwillnotdothat!Ifyou
wanttogo,pleaseyourself.Youmayopttogo,butwhenyouaremine,youwilldoasIplease.Noone
playsgameswithOloisudori.Askyourfather,hewilltellyou.”

“Stopit!Stopit!ResianscreamedexcruciatinglypainedbythedisdainfulremarksofOloisudori.Putting
herhandsoverherears,shemadeadashforthedoor.Hemadenoefforttostopherbutsheflungit
openandturnedtoglareathimwithtearfuleyes

Youaremad!Shescreamedagainsobbingly.“Youarestarkmad!Youhearme?Youarenothingbut
ol-ushuushi.”Shewalkedawayandasshedidso,sheheardhissoftlaughterbehindher.
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Questions

1.Saywhathappensbeforethisexcerpt.(3mks)

2.HowisOloisudoriportrayedinthisexcerpt?(4mks)

3.DescribethefeelingofResianinthisexcerpt(3mks)

4.Fromotherareasofthenovel,stateothercrimesthatarepracticedbyOloisudori.(3mks).

5.Howdoesthewriterutilizeironyinthisexcerpt?(3mks)

6.“Youaremywifefromnowhenceforth”Rewriteinthereportedspeech.(1mk)

7.Explainthemeaningofthefollowingwords (4mks)

a)Pampered

b)Disgust

c)Mad

d)Palatial

8.Whathappensimmediatelyafterthisextract? (3mks)

SAMPLE19

TheyweresilentastheyclimbedthehillontheirwaybackfromNasilarivertodrawwater.Thewater
containersthattheycarriedontheirbackswerenowheavy.Thestrapsthatsupportedthecontainers
presseddowntheirheadswithapainfulexhaustion.

Astheywalked,eachoneofthemallowedhermindtofleetinglyroamthefancifullandofwishful
thinking.

Resianthoughthowwonderfulitwouldbe,hadshehadachancetoenrollattheEgertonUniversity
andaftergraduationhadachancetoworkwithherrolemodel,MinikeneNkoitoi,theEmakerereiat
thesheepranchthatshemanaged.Sheimaginedherselfalreadytheredrivingalargeflockofsheep.
Andwhenshethoughtofsheep,hermindflewbacktofifteenyearsorsoearlierandreminiscedthe
firsttimeshesawasheep.Itwasachildhoodmemory,amemorablepicturefromtheswirlingscene
aroundherwhichhadbeencapturedandpreservedbyhermindwhensheandTaiyoaccompaniedtheir
fathertotheNakuruAgriculturalShow.Shecouldstillseeinhermindagroupofbig,docile,tawny
woollyanimalsthatstoodpantingdrowsilyinagreenpasture,withthesunbeamingdownbrightly
fromaclearbluesky.Shehadthenadmiredthewhitelongovercoatsthatthehandlerswore.

TaiyoalsothoughtofEmakererei.ShewouldaskJosephParmuat,toassisthercomposeasonginher
praise.Shehadalreadyputwordstoatuneshehadcomposedtoridiculethethreewomenwhoshe
thoughtcollaboratedwithmentooppressthewomenfolk.TheywereNasila’sthreeblindmicewho,
shethought,didnotseemtoknowthattheworldwaschanging.Thoseweretheenkasakutoni,who
threatenedtocurseintoiyenemengalanaandensuredtheydidnotgethusbandsnorchildren:the
midwifeEnkaitoyoniwhothreatenedtospyontheyoungwomenastheygavebirthtoensurethatany
whowasstillamongintoiye-nemengalanahadherstatusalteredthereandthen;andthedreaded
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Enkamuratani,whowouldnevertireofwieldingherolmurunyamenacingly.

Questions

1.Placetheexcerptinitsimmediatecontext. (4Mks)

2.Identifyandillustratetwoaspectsofstyleinthisexcerpt. (4Mks)

3.Discusstwothemesevidentintheexcerpt. (4Mks)

4.Discussone-charactertraitofResianandTaiyointheexcerpt.(4Mks)

5.Thestrapsthatsupportedthecontainerspresseddowntheirheadswithapainfulexhaustion.

Rewritebeginning:with………………………………………….(1Mk)

6.HowdoResian’sthoughtsnowcometobefulfilledinfuture?Brieflyexplain(4Mks)

7.Explainthemeaningofthefollowingwordsasusedintheexcerpt.(4Mks)

(i)Reminisced

(ii)Collaborated

(iii)Dreaded

(iv)Menacingly

SAMPLE20

“Yes,Papaai,”Resiansaidapprehensively.“Iamhere.Taiyotellsmeyouarecallingme?”

“Yes,yes,”herfatherreplied.“Pleasetakeaseat.”

“YesPapaai,”Resianrepeatedasshesatonachairfarawayfromherfather.

“Comenearer…child,”herfathersaidpleasantly.

“Whydoyousitamileaway?Comenearer.”

Resianmovedherchairhardlyaninchfromwhereitwasandthenshelookedupintoher

father’sfacewitheagerexpectation.

“IfIdorememberwell,”herfatherbeganinaloweventone,“youwillbenineteeninSeptemberthis
year,amIright”
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“Youarequiteright,Papaai.”Resianansweredeyeinghimcuriously.Hisfacewasunusuallykind.His
eyesheldhersashesmiledbroadly.That’sit!’shethoughttriumphantly.“Thatmustbeit!

“YouandIhavenotdiscussedimportantissuesforalongtime,”hesaidwithafriendlychucklethat
wasintendedtobringherclosertohim.“Ithoughttodaywouldbethebestdaytobreakthenews.
Yourfutureisveryimportanttome,mydearchild.”

Resianthoughttheconcerninherfather’svoice,rangfalse.Shehesitated,butcouldnotholdherself
anymore.Theanxietywastoogreat.

“Papaai,isitYeiyoorTaiyowhospoketoyou?”sheaskedsensationally,thinkingshewasstatingthe
obvious.Butseeingherfather’sfacecloud,sheaddedquickly.

“WhobetweenthemspoketoyouaboutourenrolmentattheEgertonUniversity?”

“Whatareyoutalkingabout,child?Herfather,whoseemeddumbfounded,askedafteralong
anduncomfortablesilence.

“BothYeiyoandTaiyopromisedtotalktoyouaboutit,andIthoughtshehad.”

“What,inthenameofGodareyoutalkingabout,child?”herepeated,thistimeagitatedandshakinghis
headvigorously.“No,Ihaveneverspokentoanybodyaboutanyofyouenrollingattheuniversity.
Never!WhenIsaidIwantedustodiscussyourfuture,thatisn’twhatImeantatall.Ofcoursenot!”
Resianlookedatherfather’sfaceenquiringly.

Questions

1.Whathashappenedbeforetheexcerpt? (3mks)

2.Whatissoironicalinthispassage?Explainyouranswerreferringtoelsewhereinthenovel.

(3mks)

3.“Yourfutureisveryimportanttome,mydearchild”Fromelsewhereinthenovel,explainwhy

OleKaelotellshisdaughterso. (3Mks)

4.DiscusstwoaspectsofcharacterinResianinthisexcerpt.(4Mks)

5.Whatmajorissueisaddressedinthisexcerpt? (2Mks)

6.Explainwhathappensafterthisexcerpt. (3Mks)

7.“WhobetweenthemspoketoyouaboutourenrolmentattheEgertonuniversity?“Rewritein

thedirectspeech. (1Mk)

8.Apartfromirony,discussanyotheraspectofstyleevidentintheexcerpt.(2Mks)

9.Explainthemeaningofthefollowingwordsandexpressionsusedintheexcerpt.(4Mks)

(i).Apprehensively

(ii).Sitamileaway

(iii).Holdherself

(iv).Agitated


