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ADOLL'SHOUSE

ESSAYQUESTIONSANDANSWERS.

1.“ItisTorvald’streatmentofNoraasa‘doll’thatultimatelyleadsNoratowalkouton

him andthechildren.”Writeanessaytosupportthisstatementusingillustrationsfrom

HenrikIbsen’sADoll’sHouse.

TorvaldwatchesoverandattemptstocontroleveryaspectofNora’slife.Heeven

decidesthekindoffoodthatNorashouldandshouldnoteat.Noradisobeysand

secretlyeatsthemacaroons.Norawassurelyinacageanditwasamatteroftime

beforesheboltedout.Torvald’sorderswereoutrageousasNorawasamaturewoman

capableofmakingherownlifestyledecisions.

Torvaldaffectionatelyuses‘pet’namestorefertohiswife.Hecallsher:my‘little

skylark’,‘littlesquirrel’,and‘littlefeatherhead’.ThisshowsthatTorvaldthinksthathe

‘owns’Noraandcancontrolherashewishes.ThisportraysTorvaldasdemeaning

towardsNora.ItissuchtreatmentthatultimatelyleadsNoratowalkawayfrom her

marriage.

WhenNorahintsthatTorvaldtakesaloanforatriptoItalyforthesakeofhistreatment

TorvaldrejectshersuggestionandpointsoutthatNorawasthoughtlessanditwashis

dutyasherhusbandnottoindulgeinNora’ssuddenextravagancies.Thatportrays

TorvaldaschauvinisticasheregardedNoraasawomanthathadtobecontrolled.Nora

realisesthislaterandwalksoutonherfamily.

Torvaldhasalow opinionofhiswife,andwomeningeneral.Noracannotdaretell

TorvaldthatshetookaloanbecauseofTorvald’schauvinisticcharacter.Torvald,it

seems,stronglybelievesthatwomenshouldnottakeloanswithouttheconsentoftheir

husbands.ThatexplainswhyNoraprocuredtheloanwithoutTorvald’sconsent.Itisthis

malechauvinism thatNoragrowstiredofandwalksoutonTorvald,andherfamily.

AfterdiscoveringNora’ssecretTorvaldhumiliatesandinsultsNora.Torvaldbecomes

angryandhurlsinsultsatNoracallingherallkindsofnames.Theseactionshelpto

revealTorvaldasaselfishanddomineeringhusband.ItbecomestoolatewhenTorvald

receivesthesecondletterfrom Krogstadasthedamagehadalreadybeendone.Nora

walksoutonTorvaldandthechildren.

2.“Everycloudhasasilverlining.”Writeanessaytosupportthisstatementshowing

how Krogstad’srevelationofNora’ssecrethelpedratherthanharmedtheHelmers’
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family.Useillustrationsfrom HenrikIbsen’sADoll’sHouse.

Torvald’shypocrisywasproved.ThoughTorvaldactedasifhelovedNora,thisbeliefis

provenwrong.Immediatelythesecretcomesout,TorvalddenouncesNoraaccusingher

oftarnishinghisreputation.

NoraisalsofinallyabletoseeTorvald’struecharacter.NorathoughtthatwithTorvald

theywouldmakeahappyfamilyandshedoeseverythingshecantomakethisareality.

However,duringherdifficulttimewhenherfraudisrevealedsheisabletowitness

Torvaldturningagainsther.ThisopenedhereyestothetruecharacterofTorvald.

Torvald thoughtthatNora was a submissive wife whom he could controland

manipulatethewayhefeelslike.HoweverwhenheturnsagainstNoraanddenounces

heractionsNora rebelsand walksout.Torvald finallygota glimpseofthetrue

characterofhiswife.ShewasnotassubmissiveandaseasilymanipulatedasTorvald

thought.

Torvaldfinallycomestoarealisationthathistreatmentofhiswifewaswrong.Hetries

unsuccessfullytopreventNorafrom leavingbutinvain.Helearnshislessonthehard

waythathischauvinism andsuperiorattitudetowardsNorahadcosthismarriage.

3.“Torvald’smalechauvinism ultimatelyleadstothebreakdownofhisfamily.”Writean

essaytosupportthisstatementusingillustrationsfrom HenrikIbsen’sADoll’sHouse.

Torvaldaffectionatelyuses‘pet’namestorefertohiswife.HecallsNoraashis‘little

skylark’,‘littlesquirrel’,and‘littlefeatherhead’.ThisshowsthatTorvaldcontrolledher

wifeandexpectedhertodoashewished.TorvalddoesthissinceheconsideredNora

asawomanwhoseliferevolvedaroundherhusband.Noragetstiredofthistreatment

andlaterdecidestowalkoutonherhusband.

TorvaldisportrayedaschauvinisticasheregardedNoraasawomanthathadtobe

controlled.WhenNorahintsthatTorvaldtakesaloanforatriptoItalyforthesakeof

histreatmentTorvaldrejectshersuggestionandpointsoutthatNorawasthoughtless

anditwashisdutyasherhusbandnottoindulgeinNora’ssuddenextravagancies.Nora

isthenforcedtoprocurealoanforTorvald’streatmentwithouthisconsent.Later,when

Nora’sactionisrevealed,TorvalddenouncesNora’saction.ThisrevealsTorvald’s

selfishnessandhypocrisyandNoradecidestowalkoutofhermarriage.

NoraalsodoesnotwantTorvaldtofeelguiltyoutofhermanlyindependencethathe

owedheranything.Thisisdespitethefactthemoneythatsheprocuredwasusedfor

thevacationthatsavedTorvald’slife.ThisshowsthatTorvaldviewedNoraasinferior.It
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isthisattitudethatleadsNoratowalkoutonTorvald,andherfamily.

AfterdiscoveringNora’ssecretTorvaldhumiliatesandinsultsNora.Hedoesnotfor

oncereflectthatNora’sfraudwasasacrificeforthesakeofhislife.Torvalddoesall

thesebecauseheconsideredhiswifeasinferiorandonewhoneededtobecontrolled.

ItbecomestoolatewhenTorvaldreceivesthesecondletterfrom KrogstadasTorvald’s

hypocrisyandselfishnesshadbeenrevealed.NorawalksoutonTorvaldandthe

children.

4.“Krogstadistheepitomeofthemoraldecayinsociety.”Writeanessaytosupport

thisstatementusingillustrationsfrom HenrikIbsen’sADoll’sHouse.

Krogstadismorallydecadentandthisgetshim intoconflictswithothercharacters.

DoctorRank accuses Krogstad ofbeing morally decadent.This is because of

Krogstad’smanysuspiciousbusinessdeals.Krogstadhasatarnishednameanda

flawedcharacterthusnoonewouldliketoassociatewithhim.

KrogstadthreatenstorevealNora’ssecrettoherhusbandifshedoesnotprevent

Torvaldfrom firingher.ThisportraysKrogstadasmanipulativeashetakesadvantage

ofthefraudthatNoraengagedinforhisownpersonalbenefits.

Krogstadisaccusedofforgery.Insteadofopenlyconfessinghisfaultandtakinghis

punishment,Krogstadgetshimselfoutbyacunningtrick.Thisshowshislackofmoral

characterandexplainswhyTorvalddecidestosackhim.

KrogstadcomesupwithmoredemandsandthreatenstoblackmailtheHelmersifhis

demandsarenotmet.HestatesthatNora’sfraudwillremainsecretonlyifheisallowed

togetintotheBankagainandgivenahigherposition.Thiswasblackmailonthe

Helmers’.Aftergettingthehigherposition,heplanstobeTorvald’srighthandmanso

thathecaninfluencetheoperationsoftheBank.HethereforeplanstoholdTorvald

hostagebyblackmailinghim withNora’sfraud.KrogstadalsowantstouseNora’sfraud

togetbackhisreputation.Theseactionsportrayhim asmorallydecadent.

5.“BehindNora’ssecretivenatureisadesiretoprotectandADoll’sHouse.showloveto

hisfamily.” Writeanessaytosupportthisstatementusingillustrationsfrom Henrik

Ibsen’s

Nora’sacceptanceofthe‘pet’namesportraysherassubmissive.Shetoleratesthese

namesasshethinksthattheyareaportrayalofTorvaldslovetowardsher.Norais

comfortablewithalltheseasshethoughtitportrayedtheirsasahappyfamily.When

shelaterprovesthatTorvaldusedthenamesnotbecauseofhislovebuthisown
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selfishinterestsshedecidestowalkawayfrom hermarriage.

NoraignoresthejudgementalnatureofTorvald.TorvaldcriticisesNora’sreckless

spendingandarguesthatherwastefulnatureisatraitshehasacquiredfrom herfather.

Thisisbesidethepointthatherpriorityisspendingonthechildrenandbringingsome

joyintothefamily.Noraignoresalltheseforshestillultimatelybelievesinthelovethat

Torvaldhastowardsherandthefamily.

NoradoesnotinitiallyrevealthatsheprocuredaloantocaterforTorvald’svacation.

Sheknewthatthiscouldpossiblystartaconflictwithherhusband.Shethereforegoes

outofherwaytoobtainmoneyforTorvald’streatmentandisintheprocessoffinishing

repayingit.ToNora,whatwasimportantwasthelifeofTorvaldandnotthecultural

normsthattiedwomen’sabilities.

Norasavesalittlemoneyhereandthereandsheevenfindsotherwaysofearning

moneysoastopayfortheloanthatsheprocuredforTorvald’streatment.Thisis

becauseshefearedTorvald’sreactionifsheweretotellhim oftheloanthatshe

secured.Norafindsotherwaysofearningmoney.Shegetscopyingworkandthat

enableshertoraisethemoneythatsheusestopaytheinstalmentsoftheloan.Nora

alsoonlyspendshalfthemoneythatTorvaldgivesherforbuyingdresses.Thisis

becausesheneededtosavetheothersoastopayofftheinstalmentsoftheloan.

Insteadofburdeningthefamilywithdebt,shetakesherowninitiativestorepaytheloan

thatsheprocuredforTorvald’svacation.

Norahidesfrom TorvaldherbusinessdealingwithKrogstadforthesakeofherfamily.

WhenKrogstadthreatenstoexposeherfraud,Noraattemptstoshieldherfamilyby

beggingTorvaldnottosackKrogstad.However,Torvaldignoresherandthisalmost

leadstotheHelmersnamebeingtarnished.AconflictthatleadsNoratowalkoutofher

marriagealsoarises.ThisiswhatNoratriedsohardtopreventbytryingtohideher

secret.

6.“NoraandTorvaldwereasdifferentasdayandnightanditwasinevitablethatthey

wouldclash.”Writeanessaytosupportthisstatementusingillustrationsfrom Henrik

Ibsen’sADoll’sHouse.

WhileNoraisportrayedassecretive,Torvaldopenlyshowsherdemeaningnature.Nora

triestosolveconflictsthatwillexposeherandherfamilyinsecret.Shesecretly

procuresaloanandtriestopreventKrogstadfrom exposingher.Torvaldontheother

handopenlyshowsherdisapprovalofNora’sactions.HeisinsensitivetoNoraasa
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humanbeing.Hecriticisesherforengaginginafraudandevenlayspunishmentfor

Nora’saction.Torvalddoesnottakehistimetounderstandhiswife.

NoraissubmissivewhileTorvaldisportrayedaschauvinistic.Nora’sacceptanceofthe

‘pet’namesportraysherassubmissive.Shethinksthattheywereasymbolofher

husband’saffectiontowardsher.NoraalsoobservesTorvald’schauvinism burshe

choosestoignore questionhim becauseshefearedtoupsethim.Torvaldontheother

handisportrayedaschauvinistic.Torvaldhasalow opinionregardingwomenandhe

controlshiswifethewayhewishes.Thislaterleadstoaconflict.

NoraisselflesswhileTorvaldisrigid.Noragoesoutofherwaytosecurealoanthat

savestheliveofTorvald.Shealsogoesoutofherwaytomakesuresherepaystheloan

withoutinvolvingherfamily.Torvald,ontheotherhandisrigid,asherefusesNora’s

pleasthattheygoforavacation.ThisforcesNoratoprocurealoaninordertosavehis

life.HealsorefusestolistentoNoranottosackKrogstadandthiscouldhaveledtothe

Helmers’imagebeingtarnished.

NoraiscaringwhileTorvaldisselfish.Noraensuresthatherhusbandgetswellafterhe

fallssick.Shealsoensuresherchildrenarelivingacomfortablelifebynotdivertingthe

housekeepmoneytoclearingherloan.Torvaldontheotherhanddoeswhathewishes

todo.HeshowsNoraaffectioninawaythatshowsheissuperior.WhenNora’ssecret

isrevealedheisworriedonlyabouthisreputationandhedoesnotrememberthe

sacrificesthatNorahasmadeforhim andthefamily.

NoraisportrayedaspatientwhileTorvaldisportrayedasrash.Norawaitsforan

appropriatetimewhenshewouldrevealhersecrettoTorvald.Torvaldontheotherhand

makesrashdecisionsbasedonhisemotions.WhenNorasaysthatheisnarrow-

mindedhebecomesangryandimmediatelyordersKrogstad’sdismissallettertobe

senttoKrogstad.

7.“Noraisnotentirelyaspendthrift.Shealsoshowsherselflessnessandgenerosity.’

Writeanessaytosupportthisstatementusingillustrationsfrom HenrikIbsen’sADoll’s

House.

Nora isportrayed asa generouscharacter.Shepaystheporterwho carriesher

Christmastreeandherbasket,andstillleaveshim withthechange.

Norahashadtoeconomiseonherspendingandsheonlyspendswhentheconditions

areright.NoratellsTorvaldthatthereasonshehasspentalotofmoneyonChristmas
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itemsisthattheyhavehadtoeconomiseinalltheotherprecedingChristmasfestivities.

ShealsoclaimsthatTorvaldwasgoingtohaveabigsalary.MoremoneyforNora

thereforeequalsabetterlifestyle.

EventhoughNorahasthemoney,herpriorityisonherchildren.Shebuysthem

Christmaspresentsbutdoesnotbuyherselfany.Thisportraysherasselflessasshe

putsherchildren’sneedsbeforeherown.

TheHelmershavefacedatoughfinancialpastwhentheirincomewasnotsufficient

enough.WhenthefamilyhadnomoneyduringthepreviousChristmas,Noratriesto

cheerthingsupbymakingornamentsandotherfinethings.ThisportraysNoraas

reasonableasshecouldadapttoanyfinancialsituation.

NoraalsodoeseverythingshecantosaveTorvaldwhowasdreadfullyill.Shegoesout

ofhiswaytogetthemoneyforTorvald'streatment.Thoughthevacationcostshera

tremendouslotofmoney,sheisabletosaveTorvald’slife.ThisshowsthatNorawas

notentirelyaspendthriftasshewentoutofherwaytoobtainmoneyanduseditfora

noblepurpose.

Norasavesalittlemoneyhereandthereandsheevenfindsotherwaysofearning

moneysoastopayfortheloanthatsheprocuredforTorvald’streatment.Norafinds

otherwaysofearningmoney.Shegetscopyingworkandthatenableshertoraisethe

moneythatsheusestopaytheinstalmentsoftheloan.Noraalsoonlyspendshalfthe

moneythatTorvaldgivesherforbuyingdresses.Thisisbecausesheneededtosave

theothersoastopayofftheinstalmentsoftheloan.Insteadofburdeningthefamily

withdebt,shetakesherowninitiativestorepaytheloanthatsheprocuredforTorvald’s

vacation.Norathereforewasnotentirelyaspendthrift.

8.“Neverjudgeabookbyitscover.”Writeanessaytosupportthisstatementshowing

howvariouscharactersdispositionsarerevealed.Useillustrationsfrom HenrikIbsen’s

ADoll’sHouse.

Noraappearsasapowerlesswomanwhoissubordinatetoherhusbandandisonly

goodatcarryingdutiesofahousewife.BeyondthathoweverNoraisaselflessand

consciouswoman.ShesavesTorvald’slifebyprocuringaloanthatcatersforTorvald’s

vacation.WhenNoracomestotermswithTorvald’shypocriticalandchauvinisticnature

shehasthecouragetowalkoutofhermarriage.Thisisunlikethehousewifeorthedoll

thatTorvaldknowsNoratobe.
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DoctorRankisportrayedasareasonablecharacterandonewhoattractsrespect

becauseofhisprofession.However,itissurprisingthatheconfesseshisaffectionsfor

Norawhom heclearlyknowsisamarriedwoman.TheDoctoristhusportrayedas

morallydecadent.

TorvaldtreatsNoraaffectionatelyandonecouldeasilyjudgethathelovesNora.Thisis

howevertestedwhenNoraengagesinfraudinordertosaveTorvald’slife.When

TorvalddiscoversthefraudthatNoraengagesin,heturnsagainstNorainsultingher

andrestrictingNora’sroleinthefamily.HisactionsthatshowedhelovedNorawereall

buthypocritical.

Mrs.Lindeappearsasapoorwomanwhoisstrugglingtomakealiving.Shegoestothe

HelmerssothattheyhelphergetajobattheBank.Surprisingly,sheistheonewho

sparestheHelmerstheshamewhensheconvincesKrogstadtobackdownfrom his

planstoexposetheHelmers.

9.“TherewerealwaystaletellsignsthatNorawascapableofdefyingculturalnorms

thatsubjugated overherrights.”Writean essayto supportthisstatementusing

illustrationsfrom HenrikIbsen’sADoll’sHouse.

TorvaldwatchesoverandattemptstocontroleveryaspectofNora’slife.Heeven

decidesthekindoffoodthatNorashouldandshouldnoteat.Norahoweverdisobeys

andsecretlyeatsthemacaroons.Torvald’sorderswereoutrageousasNorawasa

maturewomancapableofmakingherownlifestyledecisions.Nora’sdefianceshowed

thatshecoulddefyanythingthatthreatenedherindependence.

Nora was keen and she observed thatTorvald’s portrayalofhercharacterwas

inaccurate.SheinformsMrs.Lindethatshewasawarethatshewasregardedasa

spendthriftbutsheknewwellthatthatwasnotanaccuraterepresentationofherasthe

Helmershadnotbeeninapositiontowastemoney.Shealsoclaimstheyhavehadto

workhardtomakeendsmeet.Shebecomespatienttothismisjudgementofher

characteruntilwhenherhusband’shypocriticalnatureisrevealed.

WhenTorvaldbecomesdreadfullyill,Noragoesoutofherwaytogetmoneyfor

treatment.Sheignorestheculturalnormsthatwouldhaverequiredhertogetthe

approvalofherhusbandbeforeseekingtheloan.Norawasmoreinterestedinsaving

thelifeofherhusbandthanadheringtoculturalnormsthatdiscriminatedagainst

women.

NoraisawareofthesuperiorattitudethatTorvaldandotherpeoplehavetowardsher.

Mrs.LindedismissesNoraasnothavingexperiencedtherealtroublesandburdensof
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life.SheclaimsNoraengagesonlyinsmallhouseholdcaresandcallsNoraachild.Nora

informsMrs.Lindethatshewasjustliketheotherpeoplewhothoughtherincapableof

anythingserious.ThisshowsthatNorawasawarethatshewaslookeddownuponand

itwasonlyamatteroftimebeforeshefoughtback.

NoraisawareofTorvald’schauvinisticnature.Shedoesnotinform him thatshe

procuredaloanbecauseTorvaldholdsstrongopinionsinfavourofapatriarchalsociety.

Torvaldalsohasasuperiorattitudetowardshiswife.NoraobservesthatTorvaldhasa

manlyindependenceanditwouldnotsitwellwithhim thatheowesNoraanythingafter

Noraprocuresaloanthatsaveshislife.ThisshowsthatNorawasawareofTorvald’s

chauvinistictendenciesandwhentheybecometoomuchNorawalksoutonhim.

Noradoesnotunderstandwhysheisaccusedoffraudyethermotiveswerenoble.She

claimsthatsheforgedherfather’ssignatureforherfather’sandTorvald’sbestinterests.

Shequestionsthesociety’sjudgementandregardsitasflawed.ThisshowsthatNora

wascapableoffightingbackagainstpracticesthatwereinhumane.

Norabeginstoshowsignsofopenrebellionagainstherhusband.Initially,Noraisaware

thatherhusbandexpectshertobehavesubmissivelybeforehim.Whenshepreparesto

askforafavourfrom Torvald,Norausesthepetnamesherhusbandusesonher.This

showedthathewasawarethatherhusbandlikedtocontrolherlikeachild.When

TorvaldrejectsherrequesttoletKrogstadkeephisjob,Norareferstoherhusbandas

narrow-minded.ThisshowedNora’sbravenessassuchastatementwasunexpected

from her.ThisgetsTorvaldangryandheimmediatelyordersthesendingofKrogstad’s

dismissallettertoKrogstad.

ItthereforedoesnotcomeassurprisewhenNorawalksoutonTorvaldandherchildren.

WhenTorvald’sselfishnessandhypocrisyarerevealedNoracannolongerpersevere,

sheignoreshertraditionalroleasahousewifeandgoesouttotheworldtodiscover

herselfandherplaceintheworld.

10.“Mrs.Lindeistheembodimentofreason.”Writeanessaytosupportthisstatement

usingillustrationsfrom HenrikIbsen’sADoll’sHouse.

Mrs.Lindeabandonsherfiancébecausesheneededamanwhocouldprovidemoney

totakecareofhersickmotherandheryoungersiblings.Shesacrificesherlovelifefor

thesakeofherfamily.Unfortunately,herhusband diesleaving herchildlessand

pennilessandshehastorequestherchildhoodfriend,Nora,tohelphergetajobto

sustainher.

Mrs.Lindeisawareoftheculturalnormsthatdiscriminateagainstwomen.Sheinforms
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Norathatitwasimprudentforhertoprocureahugeloanwithouttheconsentofher

husband.EventhoughNoraisjustifiedinprocuringtheloansheputsherselfupagainst

theforcesofapatriarchalsocietythatdemeanwomen.Theconflictthatensues

betweenNoraandTorvaldbasedontheseculturalnormsleadtothebreakingupofthe

Helmers family.Unlike Mrs.Linde,Nora underestimated the powerfulforces of

patriarchy.

Mrs.Lindeisopen-mindedassheencouragesNoratofaceherhusbandandtellhim the

truthabouttheloanthatshetookfortheirvacation.ShewonderswhenNorawillbe

abletoletthesecretouttoherhusband.

WhileNoraisoverwhelmedbyemotionsthatherhusbandwilldiscoverherfraud,Mrs.

Lindethinksofasolutiontotheproblem.WhenMrs.LindelearnsthatitisKrogstad

wholentNorathemoney,sheofferstogoandtalktoKrogstadtorecallhisletter

unread.ShethereforepartiallyeasesNora’sworriesthatherfraudulentloanwillbe

revealedtoTorvald.

EventhoughMrs.LindewouldhaveconvincedKrogstadtorecallhisletterunread,she

advisesKrogstadtowaitandlettheHelmer’ssolvetheirissuesinsteadofthem livingin

secrecy.ThishelpstheHelmersastheirrealcharacterisrevealedeventhoughNora

walksoutofhermarriage.

11.“Moneyisthesourceofallevil.”Writeanessaytosupportthisstatementshowing

how moneycauses individuals to clash and the consequences thatfollow.Use

illustrationsfrom HenrikIbsen’sADoll’sHouse.

Moneyisthesourceoftensionthatexistsbothinfamiliesandbetweenindividuals.

TorvaldgetsintoanargumentwithNorasinceheholdstheviewthatNora,andwomen

ingeneralareincapableofplanningandmanagingfinances.Torvaldalsousesmoney

asameanstoappease,andcontrolNoraandgethertodowhathelikes.

ThejudgementalnatureofTorvaldarisesbecauseofmoney.TorvaldcriticisesNora’s

recklessspendingandarguesthatherwastefulnatureisatraitshehasacquiredfrom

herfather.Initially,Noraignoresalltheseforshestillultimatelybelievesinthelovethat

Torvald has towards herand the familybutlaterwhen she learns ofTorvald’s

judgementalnatureshewalksawayfrom hermarriage.

Mrs.Lindeabandonsherformerfiancée,Krogstad,becausesheneededamanwho

couldprovidemoneytotakecareofhersickmotherandheryoungersiblings.She

sacrificestheloveofherlifeforawealthymanwhocouldtakecareofhersickmother,

andheryoungersiblings.Surprisingly,herwelloffhusbanddiesleavingherchildless
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andpenniless.ThoughtheylaterremarryKrogstadpointsMrs.Lindeoutforherbetrayal.

Nora procures a loan withoutinvolving herhusband.She does this because her

husbandwasdreadfullyillandneededtogoforavacationinthesouth.Whenthis

secretisrevealedaconflictensuesbetweenherandTorvaldanditultimatelyleadsto

Norawalkingoutonherfamily.ThiswasallbecauseoftheloanthatNoraprocuresfor

theirvacationinthesouth.

Theclosecirclesofthosewhoholdpowerfuljobsaredemeaningtothosewithless

powerfulones.NoratellsKrogstad thatheoughtnotto offend anyonewho has

influence.ThismeansthatNorafeltshewassuperiortoKrogstadsinceherhusband

hadamorepowerfulpositionthanKrogstad’s.ThatexplainswhyNoraisableto

convinceherhusbandtogetMrs.Lindeajobatthebank.

Moneygivespowerforsomepeopletobemanipulative.Krogstadthreatenstoreveal

Nora’ssecrettoherhusbandifshedoesnotpreventTorvaldfrom firingher.Krogstad

hasthecouragetotellNorathissincehehelpedNoraprocurealoanwhichshehasnot

yetfinishedpaying.

12.“NoralosesherpatiencewithTorvald’sdemeaninganddomineeringnatureand

seeksto find herownfreedom.”Writeanessayto supportthisstatementusing

illustrationsfrom HenrikIbsen’sADoll’sHouse.

TorvaldisportrayedasdomineeringtowardsNora.Torvaldwatchesoverandattempts

tocontroleveryaspectofNora’slife.HeevendecidesthekindoffoodthatNorashould

andshouldnoteat.Noraeatsthemacaroonsinsecretbecauseherhusbandhas

outlawedherfrom eatingthem.HealsodictatesthekindofpeopleNorashouldand

shouldnotrelatewithsomethingthatNoradefiesasshemeetsKrogstadagainafter

herhusband’swarning.ThisshowsthatshedidnotapproveofTorvald'sdomineering

nature.

Torvaldisdemeaning.Heuses‘pet’namessuchas‘lark’,‘squirrel’,and‘featherhead’to

refertohiswife.ThoughthiswassupposedtobeademonstrationofTorvald’slove

towardsNora,sheultimatelydiscoversthatTorvaldusedthenamestoshowhiscontrol

overherlife.ThisleadsNoratowalkawayfrom hermarriageandfamily.

WhenNorahintsthatTorvaldtakesaloanforatriptoItalyforthesakeofhistreatment

TorvaldrejectshersuggestionandpointsoutthatNorawasthoughtlessanditwashis

dutyasherhusbandnottoindulgeinNora’sextravagancies.ThisshowsthatTorvald

waschauvinisticandheconsideredNoraasawomanwhohadtobecontrolled.When

Norafinallygetstolearnthis,shewalksoutonTorvaldandthechildren.
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NoraisawareofTorvald’schauvinisticnature.Shedoesnotinform him thatshe

procuredaloanbecauseTorvaldholdsstrongopinionsinfavourofapatriarchalsociety.

Torvaldalsohasasuperiorattitudetowardshiswife.NoraobservesthatTorvaldhasa

manlyindependenceanditwouldnotsitwellwithhim thatheowesNoraanythingafter

Noraprocuresaloanthatsaveshislife.ThisshowsthatNorawasawareofTorvald’s

chauvinistictendenciesandwhentheybecometoomuchNorawalksoutonhim.

AfterdiscoveringNora’ssecretTorvaldhumiliatesandinsultsNora.Noraexpected

Torvaldtostandupforherthewayshesacrificedtosavehislifebutitbecomes

apparentthatTorvaldonlythoughtabouthimself.ItbecomestoolatewhenTorvald

receivesthesecondletterfrom Krogstadasthedamagehadalreadybeendone.Nora

walksoutofhermarriage.

13.“IfTorvaldwouldnothavebeentoojudgementalfrom thestart,hewouldhave

preventedNorafrom walkingawayfrom herfamily.”Writeanessaytosupportthis

statementusingillustrationsfrom HenrikIbsen’sADoll’sHouse.

TorvaldcriticisesNora’srecklessspendingandarguesthatherwastefulnatureisatrait

shehasacquiredfrom herfather.NorawaskeenandsheobservedtoMrs.Lindethat

Torvald’sportrayalofhercharacterwasinaccurateastheHelmershadnotbeenina

positiontowastemoney.Shealsoclaimstheyhavehadtoworkhardtomakeends

meet.Shebecomespatientto thismisjudgementofhercharacteruntilwhenher

husband’shypocriticalnatureisrevealed.

WhenNorahintsthatTorvaldtakesaloanforatriptoItalyforthesakeofhistreatment

TorvaldrejectshersuggestionandpointsoutthatNorawasthoughtlessanditwashis

dutyasherhusbandnottoindulgeinNora’sextravagancies.ThisshowsthatTorvald

waschauvinisticandheconsideredNoraasawomanwhohadtobecontrolled.When

Norafinallygetstolearnthis,shewalksoutonTorvaldandthechildren.IfTorvaldcould

havebeenmoreunderstandingofhiswife,overherrequestforavacation,theconflict

thatleadstoNorawalkingoutwouldnothaveoccurred.

Torvaldholdsstrongopinionsinfavourofapatriarchalsociety.ThatexplainsNora’s

decisiontoprocurealoanwithouthisconsent.Torvaldwouldpossiblyhaveprevented

Norafrom procuringtheloanbecausesheisawoman.Torvaldalsohasasuperior

attitudetowardshiswife.NoraobservesthatTorvaldhasamanlyindependenceandit

wouldnotsitwellwithhim thatheowesNoraanythingafterNoraprocuresaloanthat

saveshislife.ThisshowsthatTorvaldthinkslowlyofwomen.Nora,later,becomestired

ofthisgenderdiscriminationandwalksoutofhermarriage.

AfterdiscoveringNora’ssecretTorvaldgetsangryandhumiliatesNora.Hecallsherall
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sortsofnamesandhedoesnotforoncereflectonNora’ssacrificethatsavedhislife.It

becomestoo latewhen Torvald receivesthesecond letterfrom Krogstad ashis

selfishnessandhypocrisyhadalreadybeenrevealed.Norathendecidestowalksoutof

hermarriage.

14.“Noradidnotdeservecondemnationasshehadmadenumeroussacrificeson

behalfofherfamily.”Writeanessaytosupportthisstatementusingillustrationsfrom

HenrikIbsen’sADoll’sHouse.

NoradideverythingshecouldtosaveTorvaldwhowasdreadfullyill.Shegoesoutof

herwaytoprocurealoantocaterforTorvald’streatment.HeractionsavedTorvald’s

life.Shealsotakesresponsibilityandstartspayingtheloanininstalments.

NoraalsoaccompaniesTorvaldforthevacationeventhoughIvarhadjustbeenborn.

NoraisalsounabletonursehersickfatherasshewastakingcareofTorvald.Thisis

despitethefactthatshewasveryfondofherfather.Shedescribesitasthesaddest

timeintheirmarriageasshewasnotabletoseeherfatheragain.Thisshowedhow

Noraputthelifeofherhusbandaboveanythingelse.

Norasavesalittlemoneyhereandthereandsheevenfindsotherwaysofearning

moneysoastopayfortheloanthatsheprocuredforTorvald’streatment.Thisis

becauseshefearedTorvald’sreactionifsheweretotellhim oftheloanthatshe

secured.Norafindsotherwaysofearningmoney.Shegetscopyingworkandthat

enableshertoraisethemoneythatsheusestopaytheinstalmentsoftheloan.Instead

ofburdeningthefamilywithdebt,shetakesherowninitiativestorepaytheloanthat

sheprocuredforTorvald’svacation.

Also,NoraonlyspendshalfthemoneythatTorvaldgivesherforbuyingdresses.Thisis

becausesheneededtosavetheothersoastopayofftheinstalmentsoftheloan.Nora

claimsthiswashardonherasshehadtobuythesimpleandcheapclothes.Shehasto

makethissacrificeyettheloanthatsheprocuredwasusedforTorvald’streatment.

Noradoesnotusethehousekeepingmoneytopaytheinstalmentsoftheloan.Instead,

shespendsthemoneyonherchildrenasshecouldnotletthem beshabbilydressed.

Norathereforeputstheinterestsofherfamilybeforeherown.

15.“Womensacrificesomanythingsintheirlivesforthesakeoftheirfamilies.”Write

anessaytosupportthisstatementusingillustrationsfrom HenrikIbsen’sA Doll’s

House.

Mrs.Lindesacrificesherloveforherfiancéandgetsmarriedtoanothermanwhocould

provideforherbedriddenmotherandhertwoyoungbrothers.Herhusbandlaterdies
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andhisbusinesstoocollapsesleavingMrs.Lindehopeless.Sheisforcedtoengagein

incomegeneratingventuresthatarenotsuccessfuleither.Shedecidestoseekthehelp

ofNorawhohelpshergetajobatthebank.

EventhoughNorahasthemoney,herpriorityisonherchildren.Shebuysthem

Christmaspresentsbutdoesnotbuyherselfany.Thisportraysherasselflessasshe

putsherchildren’sneedsbeforeherown.Whenthefamilyhadnomoneyduringthe

previousChristmas,shetriestocheerthingsupbymakingornamentsandotherfine

things.

NoradideverythingshecouldtosaveTorvaldwhowasdreadfullyill.WhenTorvald

rejectsherrequestsforavacationshegoesoutofherwaytoprocurealoantocaterfor

Torvald’streatment.HeractionsavesTorvald’slife.Shealsotakesresponsibilityand

startspayingtheloanininstalments.

Nora also does everything she can to save Torvald who was dreadfullyill.She

accompaniesTorvaldforthevacationeventhoughIvarhadjustbeenborn.Shealso

goesoutofhiswaytogetthemoney.Noraisalsounabletonursehersickfatheras

shewastakingcareofTorvald.Thisisdespitethefactthatshewasveryfondofher

father.

Norahastosacrificeherdesireforelegantdressessoastobeabletosaveandpayfor

theloanthatsheprocured.NoraonlyspendshalfthemoneythatTorvaldgivesherfor

buyingdresses.Thisisbecausesheneededtosavetheothersoastopayoffthe

instalmentsoftheloan.Noraclaimsthiswashardonherasshehadtobuythesimple

andcheapclothes.Shehastomakethissacrificeyettheloanthatsheprocuredwas

usedforTorvald’streatment.

Annesacrificesherloveforherdaughterin-ordertoworkasNora’snurse.Norathanks

herforbeingmotherlytoherandsheisconfidentthatAnnetoocantakegoodcareof

Nora’schildren.

16.“Betrayalisavicethathurtsandleadstodisintegrationofrelationships.”Writean

essaytosupportthisstatementusingillustrationsfrom HenrikIbsen’sADoll’sHouse.

Mrs.Lindebetraysherfiancé.SheabandonsKrogstadbecausehehadnomoneyto

provideforherbedriddenmotherandhertwoyoungbrothers.Instead,Mrs.Lindegets

marriedtoanothermanwhocouldprovideforherbedriddenmotherandhertwoyoung

brothers.EventhoughMrs.LindelatergetsremarriedtoKrogstad,Krogstadaccuses

herofbetrayal.Healsosayshislifeturnedupsidedownwhensheleft.
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Norabetraysherfatherbynotvisitinghim whenhewassick.Thisisdespitethefact

thatNorasaysshewasfondofhim.Shelaterforgeshissignatureinordertoprocurea

loanforTorvald’svacation.Noraevenstatesthatthatwasthesaddesttimeshehad

everknownsincehermarriage.

KrogstadthreatenstobetrayNoratoherhusbandthatshetookaloan.Thisisdespite

thefactthatNoraisrepayingtheloan.Krogstadthreatenstorevealthissecretsothat

Norainfluencesherhusbandnottodismisshim from hisjobatthebank.

DoctorRankbetrayshisclosefriendshipwithTorvaldbyopenlyexpressinghisaffection

towardsTorvald’swife.NoratellsDoctorRankthatitwashorridandclumsyofhim to

declarehisaffectiontowardsher.DoctorRank’sactionleadstolossoftrustbetween

him andNora.

17.“Culturalnorms thatdiscriminate againstwomen destroyfamilies instead of

buildingthem.”Writeanessaytosupportthisstatementusingillustrationsfrom Henrik

Ibsen’sADoll’sHouse.

TorvaldwatchesoverandattemptstocontroleveryaspectofNora’slife.Heeven

decidesthekindoffoodthatNorashouldandshouldnoteat.Noradisobeysand

secretlyeatsthemacaroons.Torvald’sorderswereoutrageousasNorawasamature

womancapableofmakingherownlifestyledecisions.

WhenTorvaldbecomesdreadfullyill,Noragoesoutofherwaytogetmoneyfor

treatment.Sheignorestheculturalnormsthatwouldhaverequiredhertogetthe

approvalofherhusbandbeforeseekingtheloan.Norawasmoreinterestedinsaving

thelifeofherhusbandthanadheringtoculturalnormsthatdiscriminatedagainst

women.WhenTorvalddiscoversaboutit,itleadstoaconflictinwhichNorawalksout

ofhermarriage.

NoraisawareofthesuperiorattitudethatTorvaldandotherpeoplehavetowardsher.

Mrs.LindedismissesNoraasnothavingexperiencedtherealtroublesandburdensof

life.SheclaimsNoraengagesonlyinsmallhouseholdcaresandcallsNoraachild.Nora

informsMrs.Lindethatshewasjustliketheotherpeoplewhothoughtherincapableof

anythingserious.NoragetstiredofthesamesuperiorattitudeshownbyTorvaldand

shedecidestowalkoutofhermarriage.

NoraobservesthatTorvaldhasamanlyindependenceanditwouldnotsitwellwithhim

thatheowesNora,awoman,anythingafterNoraprocuresaloanthatsaveshislife.

ThisshowsthatNorawasawareofTorvald’schauvinistictendenciesandwhenthey

becometoomuchNorawalksoutonhim.
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18.“Asocietythatismorallydecadentimmersesitselfintoviciousconflicts.”Writean

essaytosupportthisstatementusingillustrationsfrom HenrikIbsen’sADoll’sHouse.

Krogstadismorallydecadentandthisgetshim intoconflictswithothercharacters.

DoctorRankaccusesKrogstadofbeingmorallycorrupt.ThisisbecauseofKrogstad’s

many suspicious business deals.Krogstad has a tarnished name and a flawed

characterthusnoonewouldliketoassociatewithhim.

KrogstadthreatenstorevealNora’ssecrettoherhusbandifshedoesnotprevent

Torvaldfrom firingher.ThisportraysKrogstadasmanipulativeashetakesadvantage

ofthefraudthatNoraengagedinforhisownpersonalbenefits.

Noraforgesherfather’ssignatureinabidtoprocurealoanfortheirvacation.Shedoes

thisbecauseherfatherhaddiedandshewasworriedofherhusband’sillness.Even

thoughhermotiveswerenoble,heractionsportrayherasmorallydecadent.

DoctorRankisportrayedasimmoral.HeopenlyexpressinghisaffectiontowardsNora

yetheknewthatNorawasamarriedwoman.NoratellsDoctorRankthatitwashorrid

andclumsyofhim todeclarehisaffectiontowardsher. Itissurprisingthatsuch

behaviourcancomefrom apersonofDoctorRank’sstature.DoctorRank’sactionleads

toloseoftrustbetweenhim andNora.

19.“ItisthroughMrs.LindethatNora’struecharacterisrevealed.”Writeanessayto

supportthisstatementusingillustrationsfrom HenrikIbsen’sADoll’sHouse.

ThroughMrs.LindeNoraisportrayedaskeen.NorainformsMrs.Lindethatsheis

awarethatsheisregardedasaspendthriftbutsheknowswellthatthatisnotan

accuraterepresentationofherastheHelmershavenotbeeninapositiontowaste

money.Shealsoclaimstheyhavehadtoworkhardtomakeendsmeet.

ThroughMrs.LindeNoraisportrayedasselfless.WhenMrs.LindedismissesNoraas

nothavingexperiencedtherealtroublesandburdensoflife,NorainformsMrs.Linde

thatshewasjustliketheotherpeoplewhothoughtherincapableofanythingserious.

SherevealsthatsheistheonewhosavedTorvald’slifebyprocuringaloanthatwas

usedfortheirvacation.

ThroughMrs.LindeNoraisportrayedashardworking.Inordertobeabletopaythe

instalments,NorainformsMrs.Lindethatshehadtofindotherwaysofearningmoney.

Shegetscopyingworkandsheenableshertoraisethemoneythatsheusestopaythe

instalmentsoftheloan.

ThroughMrs.LindeNoraisportrayedaslovingandcaring.NoratellsMrs.Lindethat
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sheneverusedthehousekeepingmoneytopaytheinstalmentsoftheloan.Instead,she

spendsthemoneyonherchildrenasshecouldnotletthem beshabbilydressed.This

showsthatNoraputtheinterestsofherfamilybeforeherown.

ThroughMrs.LindeNoraisalsoportrayedasfearful.NoraseeksMrs.Linde’sthoughts

onthedecisionthatshetooktoprocuretheloanwithoutgettingconsentfrom her

husband.Noraisworriedaboutwhetherwhatshedidwasrightorwrong,andwhether

sheshouldinform herhusbandthatsheprocuredtheloan.

ThroughMrs.LindeNoraisportrayedassecretive.Noraclaimsthatthereisasecret

thatsheishidingfrom Torvald.SheishoweverreluctanttorevealiteventoDoctorRank

andMrs.Linde.ThesecretconcernstheloanthatsheprocuredtocaterfortheHelmers

vacation.Noraisfearfulthatifthissecretisrevealeditwouldbringconflictintothe

family.Sheisthereforeportrayedasprotectiveofherfamily.

20.“TherearebothsimilaritiesanddifferencesinthecharactersofNoraandMrs.Linde

inlightofthechallengesthattheyfaceintheirlives.”Writeanessaytosupportthis

statementusingillustrationsfrom HenrikIbsen’sADoll’sHouse.

BothNoraandMrs.Lindeareselfless.NoradoeseverythingshecantosaveTorvald

whowasdreadfullyill.Shegoesoutofhiswaytoprocurealoanforthevacationthat

savesTorvald’slife.Mrs.Lindeontheotherhandsacrificesherloveforherfiancéand

getsmarriedtoanothermanwhocouldprovideforherbedriddenmotherandhertwo

youngbrothers.Bothwomenareproudofthesacrificestheymakeforthesakeoftheir

lovedones.

BothNoraandMrs.Lindearehard-workingwhenfacedwithchallengingsituations.

Noragetscopyingworkandthisenableshertoraisethemoneythatsheusestopaythe

instalmentsoftheloansheprocuredfortheirvacation.Shedoesthisbecauseshedid

notwantthepaymentoftheloantobeaburdentoherfamily.Mrs.Lindedoes

everythingshecantogenerateincomeafterherhusband’sdeath.Shetriestoopena

school,runashopandwhenallthesefailshestillapproachtheHelmersforajob.

Bothofthem havealsoledemptylives.Mrs.LindetellsKrogstadthatshewaslikea

shipwreckedwomanbecausetherewasnoonetolivefor.Itisforthisreasonthatshe

suggeststoKrogstadthattheybemarried.NoraalsotellsTorvaldthatshewasnever

givenachancetoknowherselfasherlifehavealwaysrevolvedaroundherfatherand

herhusband.Thisiswhyshehasdecidedtowalkoutonherfamilysothatshecan

discovertheworldbyherown.

WhileNoraisconsciousMrs.Lindeisportrayedasjudgemental.Mrs.Lindeisquickto
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judgeNoraasaspendthrift,ahabitsheclaimsNorahadduringtheirschooldays.Nora

informsMrs.Lindethatsheisawarethatsheisregardedasaspendthriftbutshe

knowswellthatthatisnotanaccuraterepresentationofherastheHelmershavenot

beeninapositiontowastemoney.Healsoclaimstheyhavehadtoworkhardtomake

endsmeet.

NoraissecretivewhileMrs.Lindeisopen-minded.NorafearsrevealingtoTorvaldthat

sheprocuredaloanfortheirvacationasthiswouldbreaktheirfamily.Mrs.Lindeonthe

otherhandisopen-mindedassheencouragesNoratofaceherhusbandandtellherthe

truth.EventhoughshehadconvincedKrogstadtorecallhisletterunread,sheretracts

tellsKrogstadtowaitandlettheHelmer’ssolvetheirissuesinsteadoflivinginsecrecy.

21.“DoctorRankisnotanoblecharacterafterall.”Writeanessaytosupportthis

statementshowingthevariousflawsinDoctorRank’sactions.Useillustrationsfrom

HenrikIbsen’sADoll’sHouse.

DoctorRankisjudgemental.HeisquicktoaccuseKrogstadasbeingmorallydecadent

yethetoo,hasloosemoralsasseenwhenheconfesseshisaffectiontowardsNora,a

marriedwoman.ThisissurprisingasDoctorRankisamanofsomelearningandwedo

notexpecthim tobemorallydecadent.

DespitehislearningDoctorRanklacksconfidentiality.Heisquicktorevealthenatureof

Krogstad’svisittoNoraandMrs.Linde.Weexpectedhim nottogivesuchinformation

asKrogstad’svisitwasofficialandhethereforedisregardedcommonetiquette.

DespitebeingamanofhighlearningDoctorRankisportrayedassuperstitious.Doctor

Rankclaimsthatheiscursed asheispaying thepriceforhisfather’syouthful

exuberanceandexcesses.Hehasinheritedadangerousdiseasefrom whichheexpects

todie.ItisleastexpectedthatamanofDoctorRank’slearningshouldhavesuchbeliefs.

DoctorRankalsorefusestorevealtoTorvaldthathewasgoingtodiechoosingonlyto

inform NorayetTorvaldwashisclosefriend.DoctorRankisnotopentoTorvaldand

onlyspeaksmetaphoricallytohim abouthisimpendingdeath.HeclaimsthatTorvald

shouldbesparedofsuchhorriblenews.ForsuchaseriousmatterDoctorRankshould

atleasthaveinformedhisclosefriend.
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