i3 SECTION B: COMPOSITION

The percentage mean for the paper dropped slightly from 41.18 in the year 2007 to 40.48 in the year
2008.

The paper tested the candidates’ ability to compose a personal and convincing story arising naturally
from the sentence given. The story had to take cognizance of the excitement attendant to educational
tours and the unusualness of the parade at the unusual time. Whatever the candidate chose to write on,
it had to hinge on these two: either the antithesis of the excitement naturally expected by such
excursions or the unexpected good news that eclipses the stories arising from the educational tour.

Besides, the account had to be interesting, accurate grammatically and fluent to read. The sentences
had to show variety of construction and emphasis. Proper use of apt idioms and vocabulary enrich
such an account and makes 1t captivating to read.
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The composition hardly communicates. The candidate uses words recognizable as English but which
are mostly misspelt. Although the candidate has mastered letter formation and has a good
Letters “J°, “P’, °S’ and ‘W’ are always capitalized
irrespective of where they appear in the sentence. Indeed, the candidate does not seem to know that

handwniting, capital letters are misused.

initial sentence positions are capitalized.
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The candidate communicates in a rudimentary language that is mostly direct translation from mother

tongue! The spellings are appalling and follow the mother tongue pattern.
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This candidate communicates at a slightly higher level than candidate B. The language is still
rudimentary — maostly broken. Spellings are still a big problem as even the basic words, such as,
stealing, praise, plac>, because ... are misspelt. Tenses are misused as well as prepositions.

Marks awarded 10

GrourIl: (11 -28 Marks)
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The communication is still a problem. Sentences are strained. Broken constructions, spellings even of
simple words, such as, ‘scene’, ‘closer’, ‘accident’, are a problem. I believe some of the spelling
errors are out of carelessness. The word ‘parade’ is given in the question, yet it is misspelt!

Marks awarded 13

Composition E

When we arrived in schoo!l at 3 o°clock from the standard eight educational tour, we were surprised to find the other pupils on
parade . . .
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There is improvement in the quality of communication. Although the thought patterns are mother
tongue leading to misuse of prepositions and errors of subject verb agreement, spelling errors have
greatly reduced. There are vague areas: “every pupil was very forecast”, “looked scarily”, “myriad of
thoughts”, etc, etc. But one is able to follow the account.

Marks awarded 15
Composition F
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The composition displays some attempt to develop the plot and even create suspense, but which are
greatly hampered by lack of language mastery. The use of idioms is faulty and some end up being

ridiculous. Spellings are still a problem.

Marks awarded 18
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GroupIII: (21 - 30 Marks)
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The plot is well built. The take off ﬁ‘om the input sentence is good and the candidate has some
ambition and shows signs of wide reading. A number of idioms are used well and the story is readable
and credible. Although there are still errors, even of spelling, they do not impede the flow of the story

—1i.e. fluency.
Marks awarded
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The candidate communicates w

ith some facility. The English idiom is fairly well mastered and the

plot is well managed. Given that the persona is mainly the headteacher, the candidate has created a
credible and passable piece of writing. However, punctuation especially of the direct speech is still a

problem.
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Composition 1
The following is the beginning of a story. Write and complete the stary. Make your story as interesting as you can.

When we arrived in school at 3 o’clock from the standard eight educational tour, we were surprised to find the other pupils on
parade « .
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This composition is written by a candidate that is comfortable with the language. The sentences are
well constructed and the idioms mostly well used. There are still ridiculous ones like “mountain like
muscles”, but they do not defract from the overall effect. The composition reads well and the storyline
is deﬁmte Spellings are no problem.

Marks awarded 30

GrovrPIV: (31--40 Marks)
Composition J

The following is the beginning of a story. Write and complete the story. Moke your SLOry as (nteresting as you can.

S of Siad 15 QEATH
When we arrived in schiool at 3 o'clock from the standard eight educational tour, we were surprised to find the other pupils on
parade . .
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The candidate who wrote this composition right away plunges the reader into the action and sustains
the suspense till the very end. The presence of the school on parade is explained and the ending is
appropriate. There is a good attempt at managing direct speech and good use of vocabulary.

Marks awarded 34
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Composition K

When we arrived in school at 3 o’clock from the standard eight educational tour, we were surpriscd to find the other pupils on
parade . . .
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This is one of the pieces that merits the highest honours in this year’s composition writing. It is well
conceived and well executed. The take off from the given sentence is superb. It involves the reader
from the beginning to the end, and one can feel and share the enthusiasm of the candidate and feel that
they are present at the venue of the action described. The language is good and apt. In fact such
vagueness as in “radiants of joy” is likely to be missed because of the involvement of the reader!
Marks awarded 38
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